
 
 

 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
Green Stormwater Infrastructure Project  

at Pekny Park, Riverdale, IL 

October 5, 2020 

 

CENTER FOR NEIGHBORHOOD TECHNOLOGY 

AND 

RIVERDALE PARK DISTRICT 

 

                                                                                          

 

 
  



RFP – Green Stormwater Infrastructure at Pekny Park 

Contents 

1. Project Background 1 

2. Detailed Site Information 5 

3. Method of Selection 7 

4. Proposal Requirements 7 

Appendix 11 

Appendix A: The RFP Application Form 12 

Appendix B: Cook County CDBG Specific Forms 13 

Appendix C: RPD Statement of Interest in StormStore 45

Appendix D: Rough Desktop Analysis 1 46 

Appendix E: Rough Desktop Analysis 2 52 

Appendix F: RainReady Calumet Corridor Plan 62 

 

1. Project Background 
In 2016, Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), in partnership with Cook County, IL and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, conducted a resident-driven community flooding assessment in Riverdale, IL. This 
included community outreach and education; assessment of flooding damage; and identification of 
potential solutions and their efficacy. This process identified Pekny Park, an 8.5-acre public park with 
minimal drainage and prone to flooding, as a target for green infrastructure implementation. The park is 
adjacent to the vital Ivanhoe Metra community train station. Riverdale is identified by Cook County as the 
area “most impacted and distressed” by the April 2013 flooding disaster (DR-4116). This proposal will 
work in partnership with the Riverdale Park District (RPD), Cook County, and a selected engineering firm to 
complete design, permitting, engineering and installation services for green infrastructure. A community 
engagement plan to identify stakeholders/volunteers throughout the planning process (e.g., design 
charette, green stormwater infrastructure maintenance) will occur, including outreach efforts to educate the 
community of the benefits of green infrastructure. Post-grant maintenance will be driven by RPD, utilizing 
community volunteers under the direction of RPD staff, who will gain this capacity through consult with OAI, 
Inc, a workforce development provider for green infrastructure installation and maintenance. In 2019, the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation awarded these partners a grant to execute this project.  
 

a. Partners 

i. The awarded FIRM will be contracting with Riverdale Park District (RPD). Center for 

Neighborhood Technology (CNT) is providing technical assistance to RPD regarding this 

contract and the project at large. All communication and questions regarding this RFP and the 

project at large should be directed to CNT. 

1. RPD: As a service organization, the leaders and staff at Riverdale Park District are 

committed to empowering children, youth, families, and the entire community. The mission is 

to help build strong families and community by providing and enriched quality of life 

through park and recreation experiences.  

2. CNT: CNT is committed to improving cities’ economic and environmental sustainability, 

resilience, and quality of life. CNT conducts community engagement to provide green 

infrastructure technical expertise in addressing flooding issues.  

ii. Goals 
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1. At the completion of this project the RPD will have green infrastructure (GI) located on RPD-

owned property which will incorporate native plantings to diminish overland flooding in the 

surrounding areas, including both water run-off from on-site, and water run-on from off-site.  

2. GI design will incorporate feedback from a community engagement process, to develop a 

project the community is proud of and because resident workers and volunteers will maintain 

the green infrastructure after installation.  

3. The project will be subject to the WMO permit process so that it can participate MWRD’s 

detention and volume control pilot stormwater trading program and supply stormwater 

storage credits that can be sold into a future stormwater credit trading market.  

b. Project Scope and Duties 

i. The FIRM shall develop RPD’s Plan for Pekny Park using the RainReady Calumet Corridor 

document for initial ideas and from feedback through a community engagement process 

facilitated by CNT. The FIRM shall work closely with CNT and RPD to develop key elements of 

the plan. In response to the RFP, the FIRM shall address the following specific items and tasks 

as included in the Pekny Park GI workplan: 

1. Task A - Develop GI design details and construction specifications: The FIRM shall iteratively 

design GI from RainReady Riverdale conceptual plan documents and feedback from 

community engagement conducted by CNT. There will be two design submittal check-ins.  

• 1st Review Plan set – conceptual design (after review of conceptual plan documents) 

• 2nd Review Plan set –preliminary final design (after community meetings and CNT 

summary meeting) 

 

The specifications for the engineering design set at minimum should include: Title Sheet, 

General Notes, Layout Plants, Utility and Drainage Plans, Landscaping Plans and all 

necessary details to construct the project. Engineering specification should also include bid 

documents and engineering estimates for cost. RPD/CNT encourages the use of native 

species and pollinator species in the landscaping plans. 

 

As this engineering design will be going for bid, the FIRM will provide the required 

geotechnical work to meet MWRD’s review comments for determining soil types, infiltration 

rates, and groundwater elevations for the proposed rain garden. A pH sample shall also be 

obtained with any sampling work being performed. The FIRM shall prepare any additional 

topographic survey needed to complete the design of the project. Additionally, the FIRM will 

provide a Utility survey. If it is determined in the preliminary final design that soil will go 

offsite, the FIRM will also conduct an environmental and CCDD test. 

 

The final design plans will be shared with a construction company for installation. Therefore, 

the design plans must be prepared and stamped by a license professional engineer in the 

state of Illinois.  

 

CNT is open to designs that would achieve, at minimum, the following metrics: improves 0.06 

acres of greenspace, installs 2650 sq ft of green stormwater infrastructure, adds 12,150 

gallons of stormwater storage, and includes 2 public access points to green infrastructure. 

RPD and CNT is giving the successful FIRM freedom to design the GI to meet the stated 

metrics and goals that would work spatially on site.  The GI must be located on RPD’s 

property. Note: The RFP includes two rough, desktop analyses for potential ideas on the site 

in the appendix. However, the designs do not achieve at minimum the listed metrics. 
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Furthermore, the FIRM shall consider supplying additional stormwater capacity beyond what 

is required under MWRD WMO, potentially allowing the project to participate in MWRD’s 

pilot stormwater trading pilot program.  

 

2. Task B – The Firm will be expected to attend 7 meetings in total during the engineering 

design phase.  

• Initial kick-off meeting with RPD/CNT 

• Explanation of preliminary design meeting with RPD/CNT 

• Attend 2 community engagement sessions led and facilitated by CNT 

• Review of community engagement suggestions meeting with RPD/CNT 

• Preliminary final design draft meeting with RPD/CNT 

• 1 contingency meeting if deemed necessary after preliminary final design draft. 

It is also expected that has the FIRM oversees the construction of the GI, the FIRM will meet 

monthly with CNT/RPD. 

 

3. Task C – Long-Term Maintenance Plan: With RPD and OAI, Inc. the FIRM will develop a six-

year maintenance plan for long-term success of the installation. The FIRM will help train 

existing park district staff in partnership with OAI.  

 

4. Task D – Secure Permitting: In partnership with RPD, the FIRM will secure permitting for the 

finalized design. Additionally, when the Firm has ensured the project’s eligibility for 

StormStore, the FIRM will electively apply for a Watershed Management permit to ensure 

participation in StormStore. 

 

5. Task E – Oversee GI Project Management: The FIRM will oversee GI project installation, 

attend and participate in a pre-construction kick-off meeting to clarify questions and 

provide support throughout construction as technical questions arise or the contractor runs 

into issues. Additionally, the FIRM will conduct three checks during construction to inform RPD 

& CNT of the timeliness and completion of design specifications. Additionally, the FIRM will 

conduct final inspection of the construction to inform RPD & CNT if the project is in 

compliance with project objectives and Illinois regulations.  

 

6. Task F – Deliverables: All the designs (preliminary and final) as electronic and paper copy. 

The final design must be sealed by PE to be included in bid documentation for installation 

contractor. Documentation of submittal to MWRD’s Watershed Management Ordinance 

(WMO) permit process and as built drawings delivered at the end of the contract.  
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c. Project schedule: Each prospective applicant firm must be able to commit resources to this 

project to ensure adherence to the proposed project schedule. Approximately a total of 

$100,000 has been set aside to cover both construction and training for maintenance 

costs.   

Schedule Activity Lead Outreach & Engagement Activity (see text description 
below for further detail on expectations) 

November 
2020 

Firm Contract execution; Site Inspection  
Initial design drafted 

December 
2020 

CNT  Outreach and community relationship development. 
 

December 
2020 

Firm Project redesign featuring community feedback. 

Winter 
2020 

RPD & CNT Release RFP and conduct bid process for construction firms. 

Spring 
2021 

Firm Co-develop maintenance plan with RPD. Oversee project 
installation. It will be the engineer’s responsibility to 
investigate the site to ensure compliance with the objectives 
of the project and Illinois regulations. Conduct final 
inspection. 

d. Contract Type 

i. The contract between the successful FIRM and RPD will be for the design of the green 

water infrastructure, development of the maintenance plan, management of GI 

construction, and specifying a maximum not-to-exceed amount. CNT will be coordinating 

and overseeing QA/QC for the design and maintenance plan.  

ii. It will be the engineer’s responsibility to investigate the site and to design the green 

Infrastructure to comply with the objectives of the project and Illinois regulations. 

 

e. Terms of Contract 

i. This contract shall commence upon approval by the Riverdale Park District and contract 

execution by the RPD.  Services related to engineering design in this contract should be 

completed by 12/31/2020. Supervision of installation of the GI should be completed by 

6/1/2021, contingent upon COVID-19 related delays. 

f. Qualifications 

i. The selected Firm must possess the ability, experience, and reputation for quality service 

necessary to create the engineering design of green stormwater infrastructure. Firms must 

include a P.E., firms without a P.E. will not be considered. Firms with staff with some of the 

following credentials and licenses will be considered more qualified than those that do 

not: ASLA, and/or AIA. Firms will also be considered more qualified if they are from the 

region, and/or have experience designing comparable sites. These staff members must be 

working directly on the project for higher qualification consideration to be given. 
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2. Detailed Site Information 
g. CNT identified Pekny Park, an 8.5-acre public park adjacent to the vital Ivanhoe Metra 

community train station, an essential commuter rail node which maintains strong ridership 

rates to downtown Chicago and a primary target for green stormwater infrastructure 

(GSI) implementation. Pekny Park is prone to flooding and nearby residents have 

reported frequent street and yard flooding, limiting the ability for vehicles to navigate 

roadways during or immediately following storms. There is minimal drainage near the 

park’s downslope on the western side of the railroad embankment. While there is a 

network of combined and storm sewers that should be adequate to capture and hold 

runoff from residential areas, a significant amount of stormwater is channeled from the 

north of the catchment and, combined with the topography and minimal infiltration rates, 

induces large amounts of rain water that converge near the southern point of Pekny Park. 

This flooding has made the park inaccessible and severely limits use of the train station, a 

major economic asset to both the community and broader region. If permeation of 

groundwater increases in Pekny Park through GI, runoff of polluted water decreases, 

improving the overall water quality of local bodies of water, while elevating the quality 

of life for surrounding residents. 

i. The project area is 8.5 acres with a project benefit catchment area of 31 acres of open 

space. The primary project outputs include a 100-foot roadside swale and a 2,400 

square foot rain garden with a “raised overflow drain” that will capture 12,150 gallons 

of stormwater, thereby reducing flooding both onsite and in adjacent neighborhoods, 

while beautifying the edges of the park. 

ii. Below is a map of the community identified problem areas, with Pekny Park sitting within 

Catchment 628. 
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iii. Below is a zoomed in image of Pekny Park with non-construction areas designated. 
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3. Method of Selection 
h. Applications will be submitted to and reviewed by CNT Staff, looking specifically for the 

following components: 

 

i. Proposal Related Deadlines  

Questions should be received no later than 11:59pm at Wednesday, October 14, 2020 via 

email. 

Proposals are due by 11:59pm on Friday, October 16, 2020 via email. 

The RFP posting will be removed by 5:00pm on Monday, October 19, 2020. 

CNT and RPD will respond to eligible applicants by October 30, 2020. 

 

4. Proposal Requirements 
j. Roles referred to in RFP 

i. RPD = entity with whom there is a contractual relationship, owner of final design, 

implementor of final design 

ii. CNT = primary contact of successful firm, project coordinator, outreach lead, project 

oversight 

iii. Successful Firm = responsible for design and engineering of green infrastructure, 

development of maintenance plan, permitting, and documentation of how design fulfills 

listed metrics in Scope, Task A, construction oversight, and final review of finished 

implementation to ensure compliance with design specifications and state code. 

k. A complete Response will consist of:  

i. Completed Cover Sheet 

ii. Proposal narrative (3 pg max) addressing how site design will be developed and 

executed in conjunction with community feedback including the creation of a maintenance 

plan for the long-term success of the installations. Additionally, discuss your firm’s 

understanding of the Scope of Work to be performed. Describe the method for 

Rubric 

Topic Points Description 

Design ability 25 Previous project description scopes 
and final design and maintenance 
plans. Inclusion of how community 
feedback changed final design. 

Qualifications of Team 25 Clearly identify the technical 
expertise, experience, and results of 
team. 

Project management 
(timeline & budget) 

25 Include plan to complete design within 
timeline and budget. Additionally, 
include at least 3 previous project 
descriptions, timelines, and project 
budgets. Include references from 
these completed projects. 

Project Familiarity 25 professional certifications (5), 
community familiarity and experience, 
staff from the locality (5), experience 
with federally funded projects 
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management of overall project costs, quality assurance/quality control, and other issues 

critical to this project. 

iii. Description of key personnel with brief bios and their role on this project. 

iv. Resume for project manager with whom Riverdale Park District and CNT will interface. 

v. No more than three 1-page informational summaries of referenced projects with pictures 

and graphics from those projects with name of client and location.  

vi. References: provide a list of professional references for whom the FIRM has or is providing 

landscape maintenance services. Include the name of the contact person, name of the 

company or firm, as well as a telephone number and email address for the contact. Please 

provide at least three (3) references for services performed within the last twelve (12) 

months.  

vii. Cost Proposal: Provide separate cost estimates for each of the tasks included in the scope 

of work. Include the WMO permit process as a separate line-item to be provided as an 

add-on, if determined to be needed. Include a spreadsheet identifying personnel, job 

title, hourly rates, project responsibilities, and estimated time expected for each task and 

subtask. The hourly rate shall include labor, reporting, travel, technical supervision, 

equipment, taxes, insurance, and all other incidental charges. 

viii. Completed Cook County forms  

ix. Legal actions: provide a list of any active or pending litigation in which the FIRM is a party 

and include a brief description of the reason for legal action. If no legal actions are 

ongoing or pending, include a statement / section in the Response marked “Legal Actions 

– None.”  

x. Conflicts of interest: provide information regarding any real or potential conflict of 

interest. Failure to reveal any potential conflict of interest at the time of Response may 

represent a breach of contract, subject to appropriate penalties. If no conflict of interest 

exists, include a statement / section in the Response marked “Conflicts of Interest – None.”  

xi. Minority-owned Business Enterprise/ Woman-owned Business Enterprise/ Veteran-owned 

Business Enterprise/ Service-Disabled Veteran Owned  Business Enterprise/ Person with a 

Disability-owned Business Enterprise status: provide a statement concerning whether or not 

the FIRM is a MBE/WBE or a VBE/SDVBE/PDBE as defined in Sec. 34-263 and Sec. 34-

229, respectively, of the Cook County Code of Ordinances. A Section 3 certification.  If 

the FIRM is claiming any of the aforementioned statuses, supporting documentation must 

be submitted for verification purposes;  

xii. Proof of residency or professional certification, if applicable; 

xiii. Business license(s): provide a copy of any current business licenses;  

xiv. Certificate of insurance: provide a copy of the FIRM’s current certificate of insurance;  

xv. Economic disclosures: provide signed and notarized (if needed) copies of the Economic 

Disclosure forms provided in Section 6 below.  

***Include the name of Firm on all documents contained in the Response.  

l. FIRM Warrantees 

i. The submission of a response shall constitute a warranty that (1) FIRM has carefully and 

thoroughly reviewed the RFP and appendices, and exercised all need for guidance or 

clarification of any terms and conditions expressed by RPD or CNT; (2) FIRM and all staff 

intended to work on this contract are skilled and experienced in the type of services 

called for in this RFP; (3) FIRM is not currently in arrears to RPD, nor has defaulted on any 

past contract with the RPD or CNT; and, (4) neither the FIRM nor any of its employees, 

agents, suppliers, or subFirms have relied on any verbal representations from CNT or its 

employees, firms, or directors. Failure of FIRM to fully acquaint themselves with the amount 
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of work involved to properly perform under the Contract will not be a basis for requesting 

extra compensation after the award of a Contract. 

m. Deadlines/Responses/Significant Dates 

i. RFP will be open from October 5, 2020 until October 16, 2020. Completed RFPs 

should be submitted by 11:59pm central time on October 16, 2020.  Questions regarding 

the RFP should be submitted via email to rraines@cnt.org no later than October 14, 2020. 

Responses will be returned within 24 hours.  

ii. Submissions must be given in electronic form via email to rraines@cnt.org.  Please send as 

PDFs. If an electronic submission is not feasible, please inform CNT at rraines@cnt.org. 

iii. Incomplete Responses will not be accepted. Riverdale Park District and CNT reserves the 

right to reject any and all submissions. 

n. Modification of Responses 

i. FIRMs may withdraw responses at any time. No modifications will be accepted on 

responses submitted. However, revised responses may be resubmitted prior to the 

submission deadline date. 

o. Notices 

i. In order for all competing Firms to receive the same information, no response shall be 

given to verbal questions submitted by telephone or in person. Personal and/or telephonic 

contact with the RPD staff or CNT in regard to this RFP is prohibited. The RPD or CNT may 

reject the proposal of any applicant violating this rule. 

ii. Answers to all relevant questions will be addressed in addenda if deemed necessary and 

supplied to the bid holder’s list. If you are unsure if you are on the bidder’s list, please 

contact Rebecca Raines Cook at rraines@cnt.org to place yourself on the list. 

p. Withdrawal of Proposal Before Closing 

i. Any Firm may request the withdrawal of their submitted proposal, by written email 

request, at any time prior to the scheduled closing date and time. Upon receiving the 

written emailed request to withdraw any proposal, CNT and RPD will consider the Firm’s 

proposal null and void, and return the proposal to the Firm unopened. Withdrawal of 

Firm’s proposal will not prejudice Firm’s re-submittal for this or any future proposal(s). 

q. Proposal Preparation Costs 

i. RPD and CNT are not, nor shall be deemed liable for any costs incurred by Firm in the 

preparation, submittal, or presentation of their proposals. 

r. Public Record 

i. Be advised that all information contained in proposals submitted in response to this 

solicitation shall become a matter of public record upon contract award, and be made 

available to the public upon request. The Applicant may identify, in writing, all 

copyrighted material, trade secrets or other proprietary information the Firm claims are 

exempt from disclosure. The Firm who claims such an exemption must also state in the 

proposal that, “The Firm agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City and its officers, 

employees and agents from any claims, liability or damages against the city and to 

defend any actions brought against the city for its refusal to disclose such material, trade 

secrets or other proprietary information to any party. 
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s. Acceptance of Responses 

i. Incomplete Responses will not be accepted. The RFP documents shall be returned 

completed in their entirety, with ALL applicable portions fully completed by the applicant. 

All applicants are encouraged to review and confirm that their proposal includes and 

specifically addresses all of the proposal requirements including any addendums prior to 

submitting as outlined elsewhere in this document. 

ii. RPD and CNT reserve the right to reject any or all submissions, extend the submission 

period, re-advertise for submissions, or take any other such actions that may be deemed 

to be in the best interests of RPD. 

iii. Responses will be evaluated in terms of completeness of the Response, breadth of the 

services offered, assignment capacity, and experience of the FIRM with projects of similar 

size, scope, and complexity. 

t. Waiting Period 

i. Proposals shall be firm offers, subject to acceptance or rejection for a period of up to 

ninety (90) days per “Request for Proposal” from the date of the proposal opening until 

proceedings are completed and an award is made. Firm shall assume full responsibility 

for the effect of the waiting period on all proposal fees and terms. 

u. Acceptance and Payment 

 

i. Properly executed original invoice(s) shall include reference to the contract number issued 

for the services, and be accompanied by detailed supporting documentation. CNT shall 

pay the Firm’s properly executed invoice, subject to approval by the Project Manager, 

within sixty (60) days following receipt of the invoice. 

ii. Total payment for each phase of the work will not exceed 90% of the estimated cost of 

that phase until all work under that phase is completed to the RPD’s satisfaction. Total 

payment for all work shall not exceed the sum of the estimated cost of all completed 

phases plus the partial payments for partially completed phases. Payment may be 

withheld for any services which do not meet or exceed CNT and RPD requirements or have 

proven unacceptable until such services are replaced, resubmitted and accepted by the 

project partners. 

iii. FIRM will need to submit invoices with timesheets of all staff involved and receipts for any 

direct costs incurred at the end of each month. CNT with reimburse invoice amounts 

monthly.  
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Appendix 
A: Application Form 

B: Cook County CDBG Specific Forms  

C: RPD Statement of Interest in StormStore 

D: Rough Desktop Analysis 1 

E: Rough Desktop Analysis 2 

F: RainReady Calumet Corridor Plan 
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Appendix A: The RFP Application Form 

FIRM’S NAME:____________ 

LEGAL 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

MAIN CONTACT NAME: _________________ 

TELEPHONE:_____________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:______________________ 

PROJECT: Green Stormwater Infrastructure Project at Pekny Park, Riverdale, IL 

ADDRESSED TO: Riverdale Park District 

In compliance with your Invitation for Bid, we hereby submit our proposal for the above project.  Having 

examined the plans and specifications and being familiar with all of the conditions surrounding the 

construction of the proposed project, including the availability of materials and labor, we hereby propose 

to furnish all supervision, labor, materials and supplies, and to design the project in accordance with the 

contract documents. 

_____________________________________________________                          _____________ 

Signature    Name      Date 
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Appendix B: Cook County CDBG Specific Forms  
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TRADE 

 
 
 
 

TIMETABLE 

 
GOALS FOR MINORITY 
PARTICIPATION FOR 

EACH TRADE 

 
 
 
 

TIMETABLE 

GOALS FOR 
FEMALE 

PARTICIPATION 
IN EACH TRADE 

Asbestos 
Workers 

Until Further 
Notice 

8.6 to 10.3 4/1/7 
9 

- 3/31/8 
0 

5.0 

Bricklayers “ 16.3 to 18.2 “  “ “ 
Carpenters “ 11.0 to 18.2 “  “ “ 
Electricians “ 10.9 to 12.2 “  “ “ 
Elevator 
Installers 

“ 9.6 to 11.5 “  “ “ 

Glaziers “ 10.2 to 12.2 “  “ “ 
Ironworkers “ 14.0 to 16.0 “  “ “ 
Metal Lathers “ 10.0 to 12.0 “  “ “ 
Painters “ 10.3 to 12.1 “  “ “ 
Plumbers “ 9.4 to 10.9 “  “ “ 
Pipefitters “ 9.4 to 10.9 “  “ “ 
Plasterers “ 24.4 to 25.8 “  “ “ 
Roofers “ 18.0 to 20.0 “  “ “ 
Sheetmetal 
Workers 

“ 9.5 to 11.3 “  “ “ 

Sprinkler Fitters “ 8.3 to 9.9 “  “ “ 
Operating 
Engineers 

“ 15.7 + above “  “ “ 

 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
41 CFR Chapter 60 

 
The following notice shall be included in, and shall be a part of all solicitations for offers 
and bids on  all  Federal  and  federally  assisted  construction  contracts  or subcontracts  
in  excess  of $10,000 to be performed in geographical areas designated by the Director 
pursuant to § 60-4.6 of this part (see 41 CFR 60-4.2 (a): 

 
Notice of Requirement for Affirmative Action to Ensure 
Equal Employment Opportunity (Executive Order 11246) 

 
1. The Offer’s or Bidder’s attention is called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” 

and the “Standard Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Construction 
Contract Specifications’ set forth herein. 
 

2.  The goals and timetables for minority and female participation, expressed 
in percentage terms for the Contractor’s aggregate workforce in each trade 
on all construction work in the 

               covered area are as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These goals are applicable to all the Contractor’s construction Work (whether or not it is 
Federal or federally assisted) performed in the coverage area. The contractor’s compliance with 
the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4  shall  be  based  on  its  
implementation  of  the  Equal  Opportunity  Clause,  specific affirmative action obligations 
required by the specifications set forth in 41 CFR 60-4.3 (a), and its efforts to meet the goals 
established for the geographical area where the Contract resulting  from  this  solicitation  is  to  
be  performed. The hours of minority and female employment  and  training  must  be  substantially  
uniform  throughout  the  length  of  the Contract, and in each trade, and the Contractor shall 
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make a good faith effort to employ minorities and women evenly on each of its projects.  The 
transfer of minority or female employees or trainees from Contractor to Contractor or from project 
to project for the sole purpose of meeting the Contractor’s goals shall be a violation of the Contract, 
the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4.  Compliance with the goals will be 
measured against the total work hours performed. 

3. The Contractor shall provide written notification to the Director of the Office of Federal
Contract Compliance Programs within 10 working days of award of any construction
subcontract in excess of $10,000 at any tier for construction work under the Contract
resulting from this solicitation.  The notification shall list the name, address and telephone
number of the subcontractor; employer identification number; estimated dollar amount of the
subcontract; estimated starting and completion dates of the subcontract; and the geographical
area in which the Contract is to be performed.

4. As used in this Notice, and in the Contract resulting from this solicitation, the “covered area”
Is the State of Illinois, County of Cook.

41CFR 
60-1.4(a)

Equal Opportunity Clauses 

During the performance of this Contract, the Contractor agrees as follows: 

1. The Contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because
of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  The Contractor will take affirmative action to
ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment,
without regard to their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  Such action shall include,
but not be limited to the following:  employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment
or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation;
and selection for training, including apprenticeship.  The Contractor agrees  to  post  in
conspicuous  places,  available  to  employees  and  applicants  for employment, notices
to be provided by the contracting officer setting forth the provisions of this nondiscrimination
clause.

2. The Contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on
behalf of the Contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

3. The Contractor will send each labor union or representative of workers with which he has a
collective bargaining agreement or other Contract or understanding, a notice, to be provided
by the agency contracting officer, advising the labor union or worker’s representative of the
Contractor’s commitments under Section 202 of Executive Order No. 11246 of September
24, 1965, and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places available to employees
and applicants for employment.

4. The Contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order No. 11246 of September
24, 1965, and of the rules, regulations, and relevant order of the Secretary of Labor.

5. The Contractor will furnish all information and reports required by the Executive Order No.
11246 of September 24, 1965, and by the rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of
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Labor, or pursuant thereto, and will permit access to his books, records, and accounts by 
the Department and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of investigation to ascertain 
compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders. 

 
6.  In the event of the Contractor’s noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this 

Contract or with any of such rules, regulations, or orders, this Contract may be cancelled, 
terminated or suspended in whole or in part and the Contractor may be declared ineligible 
for further Government Contracts in accordance with procedures authorized in Executive 
Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965, and such other sanctions may be imposed and 
remedies invoked as provided in Executive Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965, or by 
rules, regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor, or as otherwise provided by law. 

 
7.  The Contractor will include the provisions of Paragraphs (1) through (7) in every subcontract 

purchase order unless exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor 
issued pursuant to Section 204 of Executive Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965, so 
that such provisions will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor.  The Contractor will 
take such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase order as the contracting 
agency may direct as a means of enforcing such provisions including sanctions for 
noncompliance:  Provided, however, that in the event the Contractor becomes involved in, 
or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by 
the contracting agency, the Contractor may request the United Sates to enter into such 
litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 

 

41 CFR 
60-1.4(b) 

 
The Applicant  hereby agrees that  it will incorporate or  cause to be incorporated into any 
Contract for Construction Work or modification thereof, as defined in the regulations of the 
Secretary of Labor at 41 CFR Chapter 60, which is paid for in whole or in part with funds 
obtained from the Federal Government or borrowed on the credit of the Federal Government 
pursuant to a grant, Contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, or undertaken pursuant to any 
Federal program involving such grant, Contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, the following equal 
opportunity clause: 

 

 
During the performance of this Contract, the Contactor agrees as follows: 

 
1.  The Contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment 

because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.   The Contractor will take affirmative  
action  to  ensure  that  applicants  are  employed,  and  that  employees  are treated during 
employment, without regard to their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  Such 
action shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  Employment, upgrading, demotion, 
or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or 
other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship. The  
Contractor  agrees  to  post  in  conspicuous  places, available to employees and 
applicants for employment, notices to be provided setting forth the provisions of this 
nondiscrimination clause. 
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2.  The Contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on  

5 
 

behalf of the Contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for 
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 

 
3.  The Contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which he 

has a collective bargaining agreement or other Contract or understanding, a notice to be 
provided by the Contract Compliance Officer advising the said labor union or worker’s 
representatives of the Contractor’s commitment under this section, and shall post copies 
of the notice in conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for employment. 

 
4.  The Contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 

24, 1965, and by rules, regulations and orders of the Secretary of Labor. 
 
5.  The Contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order 11246 

of September 24, 1965, and by rules, regulations and orders of the Secretary of Labor, 
or pursuant thereto, and will permit access to his books, records, and accounts by the 
Department and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of investigation to ascertain 
compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders. 

 
6.  In the event of the Contractor’s noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this 

Contract or with any of the said rules, regulations, or orders, this Contract may be 
cancelled, terminated, or suspended in whole or in part and the Contractor may be 
terminated, or suspended in whole or in part and the Contractor may be declared ineligible 
for further Government Contracts or federally assisted construction contracts in 
accordance with procedures authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 
1965, or by rule, regulation, or order of the Secretary o Labor, or as otherwise provided 
by law. 

 
7.  The Contractor will include the portion of the sentence immediately preceding paragraph 

(1) and the provisions of paragraphs (1) through (7) in every subcontract or purchase 
order unless exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the Secretary of labor issued 
pursuant to Section 204 of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, so that such 
provisions will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor.  The Contractor will take 
such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase order as the Department may 
direct as a means of enforcing such provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance, 
provided, however, that in the event a contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened 
with, litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by the 
Department, the Contractor may request the United States to enter such litigation to protect 
the interest of the United States. 

 

 
 

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal opportunity clause 
with respect to its own employment practices when it participates in federally assisted 
construction work, provided that if the applicant so participating is a State or local 
government, the above equal opportunity clause is not applicable to any agency, 
instrumentality or subdivision of such government which does not participate in work on 
or under the Contract. 

 
The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with the Department and 
the Secretary of Labor in obtaining the compliance of Contractors and subcontractors 
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with the equal opportunity clause and rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the  
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Secretary of Labor; that it will furnish the Department and the Secretary of Labor such 
information as they may require for the supervision of such compliance; and that it will 
otherwise assist the Department in the discharge of its primary responsibility for securing 
compliance. 

 
The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into any contract or contract 
modification subject to Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor 
debarred from, or who has not demonstrated eligibility for, Government contracts and 
federally assisted construction contracts pursuant to the Executive order and will carry 
out such sanctions and penalties for violation of the equal opportunity clause as may be 
imposed upon contractors and subcontractors by the Department or the Secretary of Labor 
pursuant to Part II, Subpart D of the Executive order.  In addition, the applicant agrees 
that if it fails or refuses to comply with these undertakings, the Department may take any 
or all of the following actions:  Cancel, terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant 
(contract, loan, insurance, guarantee); refrain from extending any further assistance to the 
applicant under the program with respect to which the failure or refusal occurred until 
satisfactory assurance of future compliance has been received from such applicant; and 
refer the case to the Department of Justice for appropriate legal proceedings. 

 
In addition to the clauses described above, all Federal contracting officers, all applicants 
and all non-construction contractors, as applicable, shall include the specifications set forth 
in this section in all Federal and federally assisted construction contracts in excess of 
$10,000 to be performed in geographical areas designated by the Director pursuant to 
$10,000 necessary in whole or in part to the performance of non-construction Federal 
contracts and subcontracts covered under the Executive Order. 

 

 
Standard Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Construction 
Contract Specifications (Executive Order 11246) 

 
1.  As used in these specifications: 

 
a.  “Covered Area means the geographical area described in the solicitation from which 

this Contract resulted; 
b.  “Director” means Director, Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, United 

States Department of Labor, or any person to whom the Director delegates authority; 
c.   “Employer Identification Number” means the Federal Social Security number used on 

the Employer’s Quarterly Federal Tax Return, U.S. Treasury Department Form 941. 
d.  “Minority” includes: 

 
I.  Black (all persons having origins in any of the Black African racial groups not of 

Hispanic origin); 
II.  Hispanic  (all  persons  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South 

American or other Spanish Culture or origin, regardless or race); 
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III.  Asian and Pacific Islander (all persons having origins in any of the original  

7 
 

peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian Subcontinent, or the Pacific 
Islands); and 

IV.  American Indian or Alaskan Native (all persons having original peoples of North 
American and maintaining  identifiable tribal affiliations through membership 
and participation or community identification). 

 
2.  Whenever the Contractor, or any subcontractor at any tier, subcontracts a portion of the 

work involving any construction trade, it shall physically include in each subcontract in 
excess of $10,000 the provisions of these specifications and the Notice which contains the 
applicable goals for minority and female participation and which is set forth in the 
solicitations from which this contract resulted. 

 
3.  If the Contractor is participating (pursuant to 41 CFR 60-4.5) in a Hometown Plan 

approved by the U.S. Department of Labor in the covered area either individually or 
through an association, its affirmative action obligations on all work in the Plan area 
(including goals and timetables) shall be in accordance with that Plan for those trades 
which have unions participating in the Plan.  Contractors must be able to demonstrate 
their participation in and compliance with the provisions of any such Hometown Plan. 
Each and compliance with the provisions of any such Hometown Plan.  Each contractor 
or subcontractor participating in an approved Plan is individually required to comply with 
its obligations under the EEO clause, and to make a good faith effort to achieve each 
goal under the Plan in each trade in which it has employees.   The overall good faith 
performance by other contractors or subcontractors toward a goal in an approved Plan 
does not excuse any covered contractor’s or subcontractor’s failure to take good faith 
efforts to achieve the Plan and timetables. 

 
4.  The Contractor shall implement the specific affirmative action standards provided in 

paragraphs 7a through 7p of these specifications.  The goals set forth in the solicitation 
from which this Contract resulted are expressed as percentages of the total hours of 
employment and training of minority and female utilization and Contractor should 
reasonably be able to achieve in each construction trade in which it has employees in 
the covered area.  The Contractor is expected to make substantially uniform progress 
toward its goals in each craft during the period specified. 

 
5.  Neither the provisions of any collective bargaining agreement, nor the failure by a union 

with  whom  the  Contractor  has  a  collective  bargaining  agreement,  to  refer  either 
minorities or women shall excuse the contractor’s obligations under these specifications, 
Executive Order 11246, or the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. 

 
6.  In order for the non-working training hours of apprentices and trainees to be counted in 

meeting the goals, such apprentices and trainees must be employed by the Contractor 
during the training period, and the Contractor must have made a commitment to employ 
the apprentices and trainees at the completion of their training, subject to the availability 
of employment opportunities.  Trainees must be trained pursuant to training programs 
approved by the U.S. Department of Labor. 

 
7. The Contractor shall take specific affirmative actions to ensure equal employment 

opportunity.   The evaluation of the Contractor’s compliance with these specifications 
shall  be  based  upon  its  effort  to  achieve  maximum  results  from  its  actions.    The 

21



contractor shall document these efforts fully, and shall implement affirmative action steps  

8 
 

at least as extensive as the following: 
 

a.  Ensure and maintain a working environment free of harassment, intimidation, and 
coercion at all sites, and in all facilities at which the Contractor’s employees are 
assigned to work.  The Contractor, where possible, will assign two or more women to 
each construction project.  The Contractor shall specifically ensure that all foremen, 
superintendents, and other on-site supervisory personnel are aware of and carry out 
the Contractor’s obligation to maintain such a working environment, with specific 
attention to minority or female individuals working at such sites or in such facilities. 

 
b.  Establish and maintain a current list of minority and female recruitment sources, provide 

written notification to minority and female recruitment sources and to community 
organizations when the Contractor or its unions have employment opportunities 
available, and maintain a record of the organization’s responses. 

 
c.  Maintain a current file of the names, addresses and telephones numbers of each 

minority and female off-the-street applicant and minority or female referral from a 
union, a recruitment source or community organization and of what action was taken 
with respect to each such individual.  If such individual was sent to the union hiring 
hall for referral and was not referred back to the Contractor by the union or, if 
referred, not employed by the Contractor, this shall be documented in the file with the 
reason therefore, along with whatever additional actions the Contractor may have 
taken. 

 
d.  Provide immediate written notification to the Director when the union or unions with 

which the Contractor has a collective bargaining agreement has not referred to the 
Contractor a minority person or woman sent by the Contractor, or when the Contractor 
has other information that the union referral process has impeded the Contractor’s 
efforts to meet its obligations. 

 
e.  Develop on-the-job training opportunities and/or participate in training programs for 

the area which expressly include minorities and women, including upgrading programs 
and apprenticeship and trainee programs relevant to the Contractor’s employment   
needs,   especially  those   programs  funded   or   approved   by  the Department of 
Labor.  The Contractor shall provide notice of these programs to the sources complied 
under 7b above. 

 
f. Disseminate the Contractor’s EEO policy by providing notice of the policy to unions 

and training programs and requesting their cooperation in assisting the Contractor in 
meeting its EEO obligations; by including it in any policy manual and collective 
bargaining agreement; by publicizing it in the company newspaper, annual report, etc.; 
by specific review of the policy with all management personnel and with all minority 
and female employees at least once a year; and by posting the company EEO 
policy on bulletin boards accessible to all employees at each location where 
construction work is performed. 

 
g.  Review,  at  least  annually,  the  company’s  EEO  policy  and  affirmative  action 

obligations under these specifications with all employees having any responsibility 
for hiring, assignment, layoff, termination or other employment decisions including 
specific   review   of   these   items   with   onsite   supervisory   personnel   such   as 
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Superintendents, General Foremen, etc. prior to the initiation of construction work at 

9 

any job site.  A written record shall be made and maintained identifying the time and 
place  of  these  meetings,  persons  attending,  subject  matter  discussed,  and 
disposition of the subject matter. 

h. Disseminate the Contractor’s EEO policy externally by including it any advertising in
the news media, specifically including minority and female news median, and providing
written notification to and discussing the Contractor’s EEO policy with other contractors
and subcontractors with whom the Contractor does or anticipates doing business.

i. Direct its recruitment efforts, both oral and written, to minority female and community
organizations, to schools with minority and female students and to minority and female
recruitment and training organizations serving the Contractor’s recruitment area and
employment needs.  Not later than one month prior to the date for the acceptance of
applications for apprenticeship or other training by any recruitment source, the
Contractor shall send written notification to organizations such as the above, describing
the opening, screening procedures, and tests to be used in the selection process.

j. Encourage present minority and female employees to recruit other minority persons
and women and, where reasonable, provide after school, summer and vacation
employment to minority and female youth both on the site and in other areas of a
Contractor’s workforce.

k. Validate all tests and other selection requirements where there is an obligation to do
so under 41 CFR Part 60-3.

l. Conduct, at least annually, an inventory and evaluation at least of all minority and
female personnel for promotional opportunities and encourage these employees to
seek or to prepare for, through appropriate training, etc., such opportunities.

m. Ensure that seniority practices, job classifications, work assignments and other
personnel practices, do not have a discriminatory effect by continually monitoring all
personnel and employment related activities to ensure that the EEO policy and the
Contractor’s obligations under these specifications are being carried out.

n. Ensure  that  all  facilities  and  company  activities  are  non-segregated  except  that
separate or single-user toilet and necessary changing facilities shall be provided to
assure privacy between the sexes.

o. Document and maintain a record of all solicitations of offers for subcontracts from
minority and female construction contractors and suppliers, including a circulation of
solicitations to minority and female contractor associations and other business
associations.

p. Conduct  a  review,  at  least  annually,  of  all  supervisors’  adherence  to  and
performance under the Contractor’s EEO policies and affirmative action obligations.

8. Contractors  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  voluntary associations  which  assist  in
fulfilling one or more of their affirmative action obligations (7a through 7p).  The efforts of
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a contractor association, joint contractor union, contractor-community, or other similar 
group of which the Contractor is a member and participant, may be asserted a fulfilling any 
one or more of its obligations under 7a through p of these Specifications provided that the 
Contractor actively participates in the group, makes every effort to assure that the group 
has a positive impact on the group, makes every effort to assure that the group has 
a positive impact on the employment of minorities and women in the industry, ensures  that  
the  concrete  benefits  of  the  program  are  reflected  in  the  Contactor’s minority and 
female workforce participation, makes a good faith effort to meet its individual goals and 
timetables, and can provide access to documentation which demonstrates the 
effectiveness of actions taken on behalf of the Contractor.   The obligation to comply, 
however, is the Contractor’s and failure of such a group to fulfill an obligation shall not be 
a defense for the Contractor’s noncompliance. 

 
9.  A single goal for minorities and a separate goal for women have been established.  The 

Contractor, however, is required to provide equal opportunity and to take affirmative action 
for minority groups, both male and female, and all women, both minority and non- minority.  
Consequently, the Contractor may be in violation of the Executive Order if a particular 
group is employed in a substantially disparate manner (for example, even though the 
Contractor has achieved its goals for women generally, the Contractor may be in violation 
of the Executive Order if a specific minority group of women is underutilized). 

 
10. The Contractor shall not use the goals and timetable or affirmative action standards to 

discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 
 
11. The Contractor shall not enter into any subcontract with any person or firm debarred 

from Government contracts pursuant to Executive Order 11246. 
 
12. The   Contractor   shall   carry  out  sanctions  and   penalties  for   violation   of   these 

specifications and of the Equal Opportunity Clause, including suspension, termination 
and cancellation of existing subcontracts as may be imposed or ordered pursuant to 
Executive Order 11246, as amended, and its implementing regulations, by the Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance Programs.  Any Contractor who fails to carry out such 
sanctions and penalties shall be in violation of these specifications and Executive Order 
11246, as amended. 

 
13. The Contractor, in fulfilling its obligations under these specifications, shall implement 

specific affirmative action steps, at least as extensive as those standards prescribed in 
paragraph 7 of these specifications, so as to achieve maximum results from its efforts to 
ensure equal employment opportunity.   If the Contractor fails to comply with the 
requirements of the Executive Order, the implementing regulations, or these specifications, 
the Director shall proceed in accordance with 41 CFR 60-4.8. 

 
14. The Contractor shall designate a responsible official to monitor all employment related 

activity to ensure that the company EEO policy is being carried out, to submit reports to 
the provisions hereof as may be required by the Government and to keep records. Records  
shall  at  least  include  for  each  employee  the  name,  address,  telephone numbers,  
construction  trade,  union  affiliation  if  any,  employee  identification  number when 
assigned, social security number, race, sex, status (e.g., mechanic, apprentice, trainee, 
helper, or laborer), dates of changes in status hours worked per week in the indicated 
trade, rate of pay, and locations at which the work was performed.  Records shall be 
maintained in an easily understandable and retrievable form; however, to the 
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degree that existing records satisfy this requirement, contractors shall not be required to 
maintain separate records. 

 
15. Nothing herein provided shall be construed as a limitation upon the application to other 

laws establish different standards of compliance or upon the application or requirements 
for the hiring of local or other area residents (e.g., those under the Public Works 
Employment Act of 1977 and the Community Development Block Grant Program). 

 
 
SECTION 3 CLAUSE 
24 CFR, Part 135.20 and Grant Agreement 

 
Every applicant, recipient, contracting party, contractor, and subcontractor shall incorporate, 
or cause to be incorporated, in all contracts for work in connection with a Section 3 covered 
project, the following clause (referred to as Section 3 clause): 

 
A.  The work to be performed under this Contract is on a project assisted under a program 

providing direct Federal financial assistance from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and is subject to the requirements of Section 3 of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1968, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 170 1u .  Section 3 requires that to 
the greatest extent feasible opportunities for training and employment be given lower 
income residents of the project to be awarded to business concerns which are located in 
or owned in substantial part by persons residing in the area of the project. 

 
B. The parties to this Contract will comply with the provisions of said Section 3 and the 

regulations   issued   pursuant   thereto   by   the   Secretary   of   Housing   and   Urban 
Development set forth in 24 CFR, 135, and all applicable rules and orders of the 
Department issued thereunder prior to the execution of this Contract.  The parties to this 
Contract certify and agree that they are under no contractual or other disability which 
would prevent them from complying with these requirements. 

 
C.  The Contractor will send to each labor organization or representative of workers with 

which he has a collective bargaining agreement or other Contract or understanding, if 
any, a notice advising the said labor organization or worker’s representative of his 
commitments under this Section 3 clause and shall post copies of the notice in 
conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for employment or training. 

 
D. The Contractor will include this Section 3 clause in every subcontract for work in connection 

with the project and will at the direction of the applicant for or recipient of Federal 
financial assistance, take appropriate action pursuant to the subcontract upon a finding 
that the subcontractor is in violation of regulations issued by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development 24 CFR 135.  The Contractor will not subcontract with any 
subcontractor where it has notice or knowledge that the latter has been found in 
violation of regulations under 24 CFR 135 and will not let any subcontract unless the 
subcontractor has first provided it with a preliminary statement of ability to comply with 
the requirements of these regulations. 

 
E.  Compliance with the provisions of Section 3, the regulations set forth in 24 CFR 135, 

and all applicable rules and orders of the Department issued thereunder prior to the 
execution of the Contract, shall be a condition of the Federal financial assistance provided 
to the project, binding upon the applicant or recipient, its contractors and 
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subcontractors, its successors, and assigns to those sanctions specified by the grant or 
loan agreement or contract through which Federal assistance is provided and to such 
sanctions as are specified by 24 CFR 135. 

 
Note:  Contractors are required to submit a Section 3 Affirmative Action Plan within 15 days of 
award of Contract.  The Plan is to describe the Contractor’s affirmative efforts to train and 
employ lower income residents of the project area and to subcontract work with small 
businesses in the project area. 

 
 
LABOR STANDARDS 
 

Davis-Bacon Act (DBA) 
 
The Davis-Bacon Act requires the payment of prevailing wage rates (which are determined by 
the U.S. Department of Labor) to all laborers and mechanics on Federal government and 
District of Columbia construction projects in excess of $2,000.  Construction includes 
alteration and/or repair, including painting and decorating, of public buildings or public works. 
 
 

Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (CWHSSA) 
 
CWHSSA requires time and one-half pay for overtime (O/T) hours (over 40 in any workweek) 
worked on the covered project.  The CWHSSA applies to both direct Federal contracts and to 
indirect Federally-assisted contracts except where the assistance is solely in the nature of a 
loan guarantee or insurance.  CWHSSA violations carry a liquidated damages penalty ($10/day 
per violation).  Intentional violations of CWHSSA standards can be considered for Federal 
criminal prosecution. 
 

Where  applicable,  all  contracts  awarded  by  grantees  and  subgrantees  in  excess  of 
$2,000.00 for construction contracts and in excess of $2,500.00 for other contracts which 
involve the employment of mechanics or laborers shall include a provision for compliance 
with Sections 103 and 107 of the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. 
327-330) as supplemented by the Department of Labor regulations (29 CFR, Part 5).  Under 
Section 103 of the Act, each contractor shall be required to compute the wages of every 
mechanic and laborer on the basis of a standard work day of eight (8) hours and a standard 
work week of forty (40) hours.  Work in excess of the standard work day or work week is 
permissible provided that the worker is compensated at a rate of not less than one and one- 
half (1-1/2) times the basic rate of pay for all hours worked in excess of eight (8) hours in 
any calendar day or forty (40) hours in the work week.  Section 107 of the Act is applicable 
to construction work and provides that no laborer or mechanic shall be required to work in 
surroundings or under working conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to 
his health and safety as determined under construction, safety and health standards 
promulgated by the Secretary of labor.  These requirements do not apply to the purchases 
of supplies or materials or articles ordinarily available on the open market, or contracts for 
transportation or transmission of intelligence. 
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Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (CWHSSA) Coverage threshold for overtime 
and health and safety provisions.  

The Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act of 1994 amends sections 103 and 107 of the Contract Work 
Hours and Safety Standards Act (CWHSSA) to establish a single threshold excluding single contracts 
of $100,000 or less from CWHSSA overtime and health and safety provisions. (Previously, CWHSSA 
overtime thresholds were $2,000 for construction work and $2,500 for Federal purchases and 
contracts other than construction.) The new threshold became effective October 1, 1995.  

For contracting agencies the effect of the threshold increase will primarily result in reduced 
procurement burdens on purchases of $100,000 or less. Contractors will continue to be obligated to 
pay weekly overtime under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA).  

Other changes involve overtime provision enforcement activities. FLSA enforcement authority resides 
solely with the Department of Labor (DOL). Complaints and violations relative to FLSA overtime 
compensation must be referred to the DOL for further review and disposition. HUD staff and program 
clients (PHAs/IHAs, CDBG grantees) are still responsible for ensuring contractor compliance with 
prevailing wage requirements. Where the complaints or violations involve both FLSA overtime and 
prevailing wages, early consultation with the DOL should occur to determine the most appropriate 
means to pursue both aspects to resolution.  

Proposed language to conform applicable regulations to the statutory amendments was published by 
the DOL on September 7, 1995. (See Federal Register, Vol. 60, No. 173, Pgs 46553-46556.)  

 

Copeland Act (Anti-Kickback Act) 

 

The Copeland Act makes it a Federal crime for anyone to require any laborer or mechanic 
(employed on a Federal or Federally-assisted project) to kickback (i.e., give up or pay back) any 
part of their wages.  The Copeland Act requires every employer (contractors and subcontractors) 
to submit weekly certified payroll reports (CPR’s) and regulates permissible payroll deductions. 

 

 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) 

 

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) contains Federal minimum wage rates, overtime (O/T), and 
child labor requirements.  These requirements generally apply to any labor performed.  The 
Department of Labor (DOL) has the authority to administer and enforce FLSA.  HUD will refer to 
the DOL any possible FLSA violations that are found on HUD projects. 

 

 

OTHER PROVISIONS AND REQUIRED PERFORMANCE 

 

Clean Air Act of 1970 and The Federal Water Pollution Control Provision 
 

Contracts and subgrants of amounts in excess of $100,000.00 shall contain a provision which 
requires the recipient to agree to comply with all applicable standards, orders, or regulations 
issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act of 1970 ( 42 U.S.C. 1857 et seq. ) and the  Federal Water  
Pollution  Control  Act  (  33  U.S.C.  1251  et  seq.  )  as  amended. Violations shall be reported 
to the grantor agency and the Regional Office of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 Provision 

All contracts for construction of facilities shall contain a provision which requires the recipient 
to comply with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 ( 42 U.S.C. 4151 ) requirement that the 
design of any facility constructed comply with the “American Standard Specification for Making 
Buildings and Facilities Accessible and Usable by the Physically Handicapped,” Number A-
117.1 – 1961, as modified. 

Record Keeping and Inspections (Required Performance) 

During the performance of this Contract, the Contractor agrees that the municipality, the 
Federal Grantor Agency, the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of their duly 
authorized representatives shall have access to books, documents, papers, and records of the 
Contractor which are directly pertinent to a specific grant program for the propose of making 
an audit, examination, excerpts, and transcriptions.
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STANDARDS ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT OF LABOR EMPLOYMENT  
MINIMUM WAGES FOR FEDERAL AND FEDERALLY ASSISTED CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS OVER $2,000.00 

 

 
General Wage Determination Decisions 

 

General Wage Determination Decisions of the Secretary of Labor Specify in accordance with 
applicable law and on the basis of information available to the Department of Labor from its 
study of local wage conditions and from other sources, the basic hourly wage rates and fringe 
benefit payment which are determined to be prevailing for the described classes of laborers and 
mechanics employed in construction activity of the character and in the localities specified therein. 

 
The determinations in these decisions of such prevailing rates and fringe benefits have been 
made by authority of the Secretary of Labor pursuant to the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act of 
March 3, 1931, as amended (46 Stat. 1494, as amended, 40 U.S.C. 276a) and of other Federal 
statutes referred to in 29 CFR 1.1 (including the statutes listed at 36 FR 306 following Secretary 
of Labor’s Order No. 24-70)  containing  provisions  for  the  payment  of  wages  which  are 
dependent upon determination by the Secretary of Labor under the Davis-Bacon Act; and 
pursuant to the provisions of Part 1 of Subtitle A of Title 29 of Code of Federal Regulations, 

 

Procedure for Predetermination of Wage Rates, (37 FR 21138) and of Secretary of Labor’s 
Order’s, 12-71 and 15-71 (36 FR 8755, 8756).   The prevailing rates and fringe benefits determined 
in these decisions shall, in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing statutes, constitute the 
minimum wages payable on Federal and federally assisted construction projects to laborers and 
mechanics of the specified classes engaged in contract work of the character and in the localities 
described therein. 

 
Good cause is hereby found for not utilizing notice and public procedure thereon prior to the 
issuance of these determinations as prescribed in 5 U.S. C. 553 and not providing for delay in 
effective date as prescribed in that section, because the necessity to issue construction industry 
wage determination frequently and in large volume causes procedures to be impractical and 
contrary to the public interest. 

 
General Wage Determination Decisions are effective from their date of publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER without limitation as to time and are to be used in accordance with the 
provisions of 29 CFR Parts 1 and 5.   Accordingly, the applicable decision, together with any 
modifications issued subsequent to its publication date shall be made a part of every contract 
for performance of the described work within the geographic area indicated as required by an 
applicable Federal prevailing wage law and 29 CFR Part 5.  The wage rates contained therein 
shall be the minimum paid under such contract by contractors and subcontractors on the work 

 

 
 

Modifications & Supersedes to General Wage Determination Decisions 

 
Modifications and Supersedes Decisions to General Wage Determination Decisions are Based 
upon  information  obtained  concerning  changes in  prevailing  hourly  wage  rates  and  fringe 
benefit payment since the decisions were issued. 

 
The determinations of prevailing rates and fringe benefits made in the Modifications and 
Supersedes Decisions have been made by authority of the Secretary of Labor pursuant to the 
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provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act of March 3, 1931, as amended (46 Stat. 1494, as amended, 
40 U.S.C. 276a) and of other Federal statutes referred to in 29 CFR 1.1 (including the statutes 
listed at 36 FR 306 following Secretary of Labor’s Order No. 24-70) containing provisions for the 
payment of wages which are dependent upon determination by the Secretary of Labor under the 
Davis-Bacon Act; and pursuant to the provisions of Part 1 of Subtitle A of Title 29 of Code of 
Federal Regulations, Procedure for Predetermination of Wage Rages, (37 FR 21138) and of 
Secretary of Labor’s Order 13-71 and 15-71 (36 FR 8755, 8756).   The prevailing rates and 
fringe benefits determined in foregoing General Wage Determination Decisions, as hereby 
modified, and/or superseded, shall, in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing statutes, 
constitute the minimum wages payable on Federal and federally assisted construction projects 
to laborers and mechanics of the specified classes engaged in contract work of the character 
and in the localities described therein. 

Modification and Supersedes Decisions are effective from their date of publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER without limitation as to time and are to be used in accordance with the 
provisions of 29 CFR Parts 1 and 5. 

Any person, organization, or governmental agency having an interest in the wages determined 
as  prevailing  is  encouraged  to  submit  wage  rate  information  for  consideration  by  the 
Department.  Further information and self-explanatory forms for the purpose of submitting this 

data may be obtained by writing to the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment Standards 
Administration, Office of Special Wage Determinations, Washington, D.C. 20210.  The cause for 
not utilizing the rule-making procedures prescribed in 5 U.S.C. 553 has been set forth in the 
original General Wage Determination Decision. 

New General Wage Determination Decisions 

The newest General Wage Determination Decision for Illinois is  , which is attached 

and made part of this special provision. 
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Applicabil ity 

The Project or  Program to which the construct ion work 

covered by this contract pertains is being assisted by the 

United States of America and the fol lowing Federal  Labor 

Standards Provisions are included in this Contract 

pursuant to the provisions appl icable to such Federal  

assistance. 

A.  1.  (i )  Minimum Wages.  All laborers and mechanics 

employed or working upon the site of the work, wi l l  be paid 

uncondit ional ly and not less often than once a week, and 

without subsequent deduct ion or rebate on any account 

(except such payrol l  deduct ions as are permit ted by 

regulat ions issued by the Secretary of Labor under the 

Copeland Act (29 CFR Part  3),  the fu l l  amount of wages 

and bona f ide fr inge benefi ts (or cash equivalents thereof)  

due at t ime of payment computed at rates not less than 

those contained in the wage determinat ion of the 

Secretary of Labor which is attached hereto and made a 

part  hereof,  regardless of any contractual relat ionship 

which may be al leged to exist  between the contractor and 

such laborers and mechanics.  Contribut ions made or 

costs reasonably ant ic ipated for bona f ide fr inge benef i ts 

under Sect ion l(b)(2) of the Davis-Bacon Act on behalf  of  

laborers or mechanics are considered wages paid to such 

laborers or mechanics, subject to the provisions of 29 CFR 

5.5(a)(1)(iv);  also, regular contribut ions made or costs 

incurred for more than a weekly period (but not less often 

than quarterly) under plans, funds, or programs, which 

cover the part icular weekly period, are deemed to be 

construct ively made or incurred during such weekly period. 

Such laborers and mechanics shal l  be paid the appropriate 

wage rate and fr inge benefi ts on the wage determinat ion 

for the classif icat ion of work actual ly performed, without 

regard to ski l l ,  except as provided in 29 CFR 5.5(a)(4).   

Laborers or mechanics performing work in more than one 

classif icat ion may be compensated at the rate specif ied for 

each classif icat ion for the t ime actual ly worked therein: 

Provided, That the employer’s payrol l  records accurately 

set forth the t ime spent in each classif icat ion in which 

work is performed.  The wage determinat ion (including any 

addit ional c lassif icat ion and wage rates conformed under 

29 CFR 5.5(a)(1)(i i ) and the Davis-Bacon poster (WH-

1321) shal l  be posted at al l  t imes by the contractor and i ts 

subcontractors at the site of the work in a prominent and 

accessible, place where i t  can be easi ly seen by the 

workers. 

(i i )  (a) Any class of laborers or mechanics which is not 

l isted in the wage determinat ion and which is to be 

employed under the contract shal l  be classif ied in 

conformance with the wage determinat ion.  HUD shal l  

approve an addit ional c lassif icat ion and wage rate and 

fr inge benefi ts therefor only when the fol lowing cri ter ia 

have been met: 

(1)   The work to be performed by the classif icat ion 

requested is not performed by a classif icat ion in the wage 

determinat ion; and 

(2)  The classif icat ion is  ut i l ized in the area by the 

construct ion industry;  and 

(3)  The proposed wage rate, including any bona f ide 

fr inge benefi ts,  bears a reasonable relat ionship to the 

wage rates contained in the wage determinat ion.  

(b)  I f  the contractor and the laborers and mechanics to be 

employed in the classif icat ion (i f  known), or their  

representat ives, and HUD or i ts designee agree on the 

classif icat ion and wage rate (including the amount 

designated for fr inge benefi ts where appropriate),  a report  

of the act ion taken shal l  be sent by HUD or i ts designee to 

the Administrator of the Wage and Hour Divis ion,  

Employment Standards Administrat ion, U.S. Department of 

Labor, Washington, D.C.  20210.  The Administrator,  or an 

authorized representat ive, wi l l  approve, modify,  or  

disapprove every addit ional  c lassif icat ion act ion within 30 

days of receipt and so advise HUD or i ts designee or wi l l  

not i fy HUD or i ts designee within the 30-day period that 

addit ional t ime is necessary. (Approved by the Off ice of 

Management and Budget under OMB control number 1215-

0140.)  

(c)  In the event the contractor,  the laborers or mechanics 

to be employed in the classif icat ion or their  

representat ives, and HUD or i ts designee do not agree on 

the proposed classif icat ion and wage rate (including the 

amount designated for f r inge benefi ts,  where appropriate),  

HUD or i ts designee shal l  refer the quest ions, including 

the views of al l  interested part ies and the recommendation 

of HUD or i ts designee, to the Administrator for  

determinat ion.  The Administrator,  or an authorized 

representat ive, wi l l  issue a determinat ion within 30 days of  

receipt and so advise HUD or i ts designee or wi l l  not i fy 

HUD or i ts designee within the 30-day period that 

addit ional t ime is necessary. (Approved by the Off ice of 

Management and Budget under OMB Control Number 

1215-0140.)  

(d)  The wage rate (including fr inge benefi ts where 

appropriate) determined pursuant to subparagraphs 

(1)(i i ) (b) or (c) of this paragraph, shal l  be paid to al l  

workers performing work in the classif icat ion under th is 

contract from the f irst  day on which work is performed in 

the classif icat ion.  

(i i i )   Whenever the minimum wage rate prescribed in the 

contract for  a class of  laborers or mechanics includes a 

fr inge benefi t  which is not expressed as an hourly rate, the 

contractor shal l  ei ther pay the benefi t  as stated in the 

wage determinat ion or shal l  pay another bona f ide fr inge 

benefi t  or an hourly cash equivalent thereof.  

(iv)  I f  the contractor does not make payments to a trustee 

or other third person, the contractor may consider as part  
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of the wages of any laborer or mechanic the amount of any 

costs reasonably ant ic ipated in providing bona f ide fr inge 

benefi ts under a plan or program, Provided, That the 

Secretary of Labor has found, upon the writ ten request of 

the contractor,  that the appl icable standards of the Davis-

Bacon Act have been met.  The Secretary of Labor may 

require the contractor to set aside in a separate account 

assets for the meeting of obl igat ions under the plan or 

program. (Approved by the Off ice of Management and 

Budget under OMB Control Number 1215-0140.)  

2.  Withholding.  HUD or i ts designee shal l  upon i ts own 

act ion or upon writ ten request of an authorized 

representat ive of the Department of Labor withhold or 

cause to be withheld from the contractor under this 

contract or any other Federal contract with the same prime 

contractor,  or any other Federal ly-assisted contract 

subject to Davis-Bacon prevai l ing wage requirements, 

which is held by the same prime contractor so much of the 

accrued payments or advances as may be considered 

necessary to pay laborers and mechanics, including 

apprent ices, trainees and helpers, employed by the 

contractor or any subcontractor the ful l  amount of wages 

required by the contract In the event of fai lure to pay any 

laborer or mechanic, including any apprent ice, trainee or 

helper,  employed or working on the site of the work, al l  or 

part  of the wages required by the contract,  HUD or i ts 

designee may, after wr i t ten not ice to the contractor,  

sponsor, appl icant,  or owner, take such act ion as may be 

necessary to cause the suspension of any further 

payment,  advance, or guarantee of funds unt i l  such 

violat ions have ceased.  HUD or i ts designee may, after 

wri t ten not ice to the contractor,  disburse such amounts 

withheld for and on account of the contractor or 

subcontractor to the respect ive employees to whom they 

are due.  The Comptrol ler General shal l  make such 

disbursements in the case of direct Davis-Bacon Act 

contracts. 

3.  (i)  Payrolls and basic records.  Payrol ls and basic 

records relat ing thereto shal l  be maintained by the 

contractor during the course of the work preserved for a 

period of three years thereafter for al l  laborers and 

mechanics working at the si te of the work.  Such records 

shal l  contain the name, address, and social secur i ty 

number of each such worker,  his or her correct 

c lassif icat ion, hourly rates of wages paid (including rates 

of contribut ions or costs ant ic ipated for bona f ide fr inge 

benefi ts or cash equivalents  thereof of the types described 

in Sect ion l (b)(2)(B) of the Davis-bacon Act),  dai ly and 

weekly number of hours worked, deduct ions made and 

actual wages paid.  Whenever the Secretary of Labor has 

found under 29 CFR 5.5 (a)(1)(iv) that the wages of any 

laborer or mechanic include the amount of any costs 

reasonably ant ic ipated in providing benefi ts under a plan 

or program described in Sect ion l(b)(2)(B) of the Davis-

Bacon Act,  the contractor shal l  maintain records which 

show that the commitment to provide such benefi ts is 

enforceable, that the plan or program is f inancial ly 

responsible, and that the plan or program has been 

communicated in writ ing to the laborers or mechanics 

affected, and records which show the costs ant ic ipated or 

the actual cost incurred in providing such benefi ts.  

Contractors employing apprent ices or trainees under 

approved programs shal l  maintain wr it ten evidence of the 

registrat ion of  apprent iceship programs and cert i f icat ion of  

trainee programs, the registrat ion of the apprent ices and 

trainees, and the rat ios and wage rates prescribed in the 

appl icable programs. (Approved by the Off ice of 

Management and Budget under OMB Control Numbers 

1215-0140 and 1215-0017.)  

(i i )  (a)  The contractor shal l  submit weekly for  each week 

in which any contract work is performed a copy of al l  

payrol ls to HUD or i ts designee i f  the agency is a party to 

the contract,  but i f  the agency is not such a party,  the 

contractor wi l l  submit the payrol ls to the appl icant 

sponsor, or owner,  as the case may be,  for  transmission to 

HUD or i ts designee.  The payrol ls submitted shal l  set out 

accurately and completely al l  of  the information required 

to be maintained under 29 CFR 5.5(a)(3)(i) except that ful l  

social securi ty numbers and home addresses shal l  not be 

included on weekly transmittals.   Instead the payrol ls shal l  

only need to include an individual ly ident i fying number for  

each employee (e.g.,  the last four digits of the employee’s 

social securi ty number).   The required weekly payrol l  

information may be submitted in any form desired. 

Optional  Form WH-347 is avai lable for th is purpose from 

the Wage and Hour Divis ion Web site at 

http:/ /www.dol.gov/esa/whd/forms/wh347instr.htm or i ts 

successor site.   The prime contractor is responsible for  

the submission of copies of payrol ls by al l  subcontractors.  

Contractors and subcontractors shal l  maintain the ful l  

social securi ty number and current address of each 

covered worker,  and shal l  provide them upon request to 

HUD or i ts designee i f  the agency is a party to the 

contract,  but i f  the agency is not such a party,  the 

contractor wi l l  submit the payrol ls to the appl icant 

sponsor, or owner,  as the case may be,  for  transmission to 

HUD or i ts designee, the contractor,  or the Wage and Hour 

Divis ion of the Department of Labor for  purposes of an 

invest igat ion or audit  of  compliance with prevai l ing wage 

requirements.  I t is not a violat ion of this subparagraph for 

a prime contractor to require a subcontractor to provide 

addresses and social securi ty numbers to the prime 

contractor for i ts own records, without weekly submission 

to HUD or i ts designee.  (Approved by the Off ice of 

Management and Budget under OMB Control Number 

1215-0149.)   

(b)  Each payrol l  submitted shal l  be accompanied by a 

“Statement of Compliance,”  s igned by the contractor or 

subcontractor or his or her agent who pays or supervises 

the payment of the persons employed under the contract 

and shal l  cert i fy the fol lowing: 

(1)   That the payrol l  for the payrol l  period contains the 

information required to be provided under 29 CFR 5.5 

(a)(3)(i i ),  the appropriate information is being maintained 

under 29 CFR 5.5(a)(3)(i),  and that such information is 

correct and complete; 
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(2)  That each laborer or mechanic (including each helper,  

apprent ice, and trainee) employed on the contract during 

the payrol l  period has been paid the ful l  weekly wages 

earned, without rebate, either di rect ly or indi rect ly,  and 

that no deduct ions have been made either di rect ly or 

indirect ly from the ful l  wages earned, other than 

permissible deduct ions as set forth in 29 CFR Part 3;  

(3)  That each laborer or mechanic has been paid not less 

than the appl icable wage rates and fr inge benefi ts or cash 

equivalents for the classif icat ion of work performed, as 

specif ied in the appl icable wage determinat ion 

incorporated into the contract. 

(c)  The weekly submission of a properly executed 

cert i f icat ion set forth on the reverse side of Optional Form 

WH-347 shal l  sat isfy the requirement for submission of the 

“Statement of Compliance” required by subparagraph 

A.3.(i i )(b).  

(d)  The fals i f icat ion of any of the above cert i f icat ions may 

subject the contractor or subcontractor to civi l  or c riminal  

prosecut ion under Sect ion 1001 of Tit le 18 and Sect ion 

231 of Tit le 31 of the United States Code. 

(i i i )  The contractor or subcontractor shal l  make the 

records required under subparagraph A.3.(i) avai lable for 

inspect ion, copying, or transcript ion by authorized 

representat ives of HUD or i ts designee or the Department 

of Labor, and shal l  permit such representat ives to 

interview employees during working hours on the job.   I f 

the contractor or subcontractor fai ls to submit the required 

records or to make them avai lable, HUD or i ts designee 

may, after wri t ten not ice to the contractor,  sponsor, 

appl icant or owner, take such act ion as may be necessary 

to cause the suspension of any further payment,  advance, 

or guarantee of funds.  Furthermore, fai lure to submit the 

required records upon request or to make such records 

avai lable may be grounds for debarment act ion pursuant to 

29 CFR 5.12.  

4.  Apprentices and Trainees.   

(i )  Apprentices.  Apprent ices wil l  be permit ted to work at 

less than the predetermined rate for the work they 

performed when they are employed pursuant to and 

individual ly registered in a bona f ide apprent iceship 

program registered with the U.S. Department of Labor, 

Employment and Training Administrat ion, Off ice of  

Apprent iceship Training, Employer and Labor Services, or  

with a State Apprent iceship Agency recognized by the 

Off ice, or i f  a person is employed in his or her f i rst  90 

days of probat ionary employment as an apprent ice in such 

an apprent iceship program, who is not individual ly 

registered in the program, but who has been cert i f ied by 

the Off ice of Apprent iceship Training, Employer and Labor 

Services or a State Apprent iceship Agency (where 

appropriate) to be el igible for probat ionary employment as 

an apprent ice.  The al lowable rat io of apprent ices to 

journeymen on the job site in any craft  c lassif icat ion shal l  

not be greater than the rat io permit ted to the contractor as 

to the ent ire work force under the registered program.  Any 

worker l isted on a payrol l  at  an apprent ice wage rate, who 

is not registered or otherwise employed as stated above,  

shal l  be paid not less than the appl icable wage rate on the 

wage determinat ion for the classif icat ion of work actual ly 

performed.  In addit ion, any apprent ice performing work on 

the job site in excess of the rat io permit ted under the 

registered program shal l  be paid not less than the 

appl icable wage rate on the wage determinat ion for the 

work actual ly performed.  Where a contractor is performing 

construct ion on a project in a local i ty other than that  in 

which i ts program is registered, the rat ios and wage rates 

(expressed in percentages of the journeyman’s hourly 

rate) specif ied in the contractor’s or subcontractor’s 

registered program shal l  be observed.  Every apprent ice 

must be paid at not less than the rate specif ied in the 

registered program for the apprent ice’s level of progress, 

expressed as a percentage of the journeymen hourly rate 

specif ied in the appl icable wage determinat ion.  

Apprent ices shal l  be paid fr inge benefi ts in accordance 

with the provisions of the apprent iceship program.  I f the 

apprent iceship program does not specify fr inge benefi ts, 

apprent ices must be paid the ful l  amount of f r inge benefi ts 

l isted on the wage determinat ion for the appl icable 

classif icat ion.  I f  the Administrator determines that a 

dif ferent pract ice prevai ls for the appl icable apprent ice 

classif icat ion, fr inges shal l  be paid in accordance with that 

determinat ion.  In the event the Off ice of Apprent iceship 

Training, Employer and Labor Services, or a State 

Apprent iceship Agency recognized by the Off ice, 

withdraws approval of an apprent iceship program, the 

contractor wi l l  no longer be permit ted to ut i l ize 

apprent ices at less than the appl icable predetermined rate 

for the work performed unt i l  an acceptable program is 

approved.  

(i i )  Trainees.  Except as provided in 29 CFR 5.16,  

trainees wil l  not be permitted to work at less than the 

predetermined rate for  the work performed unless they are 

employed pursuant ‘ , to and individual ly registered in a 

program which has received prior approval,  evidenced by 

formal cert i f icat ion by the U.S. Department of Labor, 

Employment and Training Administrat ion.  The rat io of 

t rainees to journeymen on the job site shal l  not be greater 

than permit ted under the plan approved by the 

Employment and Training Administrat ion.  Every trainee 

must be paid at not less than the rate specif ied in the 

approved program for the trainee’s level of progress, 

expressed as a percentage of the journeyman hourly rate 

specif ied in the appl icable wage determinat ion.  Trainees 

shal l  be paid fr inge benefi ts in accordance with the 

provisions of the trainee program.  I f the trainee program 

does not mention fr inge benefi ts,  t rainees shal l  be paid 

the ful l  amount of f r inge benefi ts l isted on the wage 

determinat ion unless the Administrator of the Wage and 

Hour Divis ion determines that there is an apprent iceship 

program associated with the corresponding journeyman 

wage rate on the wage determinat ion which provides for 

less than ful l  f r inge benefi ts for apprent ices.  Any 

employee l isted on the payrol l  at  a trainee rate who is not 

registered and part ic ipat ing in a training plan approved by 
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the Employment and Training Administrat ion shal l  be paid 

not less than the appl icable wage rate on the wage 

determinat ion for  the work actual ly performed.  In addit ion, 

any trainee performing work on the job site in excess of 

the rat io permit ted under the registered program shal l  be 

paid not less than the appl icable wage rate on the wage 

determinat ion for the work actual ly performed.  In the 

event the Employment and Training Administrat ion 

withdraws approval of a tra ining program, the contractor 

wi l l  no longer be permit ted to ut i l ize trainees at less than 

the appl icable predetermined rate for the work performed 

unt i l  an acceptable program is approved.  

(i i i )  Equal employment opportunity.  The ut i l izat ion of 

apprent ices, trainees and journeymen under 29 CFR Part 5 

shal l  be in conformity with the equal employment 

opportunity requirements of Execut ive Order 11246, as 

amended, and 29 CFR Part 30. 

5.  Compliance with Copeland Act requirements.  The 

contractor shal l  comply with the requirements of 29 CFR 

Part 3 which are incorporated by reference in this contract 

6.  Subcontracts.  The contractor or subcontractor wi l l  

insert  in any subcontracts the clauses contained in 

subparagraphs 1 through 11 in th is paragraph A and such 

other clauses as HUD or i ts designee may by appropr iate 

instruct ions require, and a copy of the appl icable 

prevai l ing wage decision, and also a clause requiring the 

subcontractors to include these clauses in any lower t ier  

subcontracts.  The prime contractor shal l  be responsible 

for the compliance by any subcontractor or lower t ier  

subcontractor with al l  the contract c lauses in this 

paragraph.  

7.  Contract termination; debarment.  A breach of the 

contract c lauses in 29 CFR 5.5 may be  grounds for 

terminat ion of the contract and for debarment  as a 

contractor and a subcontractor as provided in 29 CFR 

5.12.  

8.  Compliance with Davis-Bacon and Related Act Requirements.  
All rul ings and interpretat ions of the Davis-Bacon and 

Related Acts contained in 29 CFR Parts 1, 3, and 5 are 

herein incorporated by reference in this contract 

9.  Disputes concerning labor standards.  Disputes 

aris ing out of the labor standards provisions of this 

contract shal l  not be subject to the general disputes 

clause of this contract.   Such disputes shal l  be resolved in 

accordance with the procedures of the Department of 

Labor set forth in 29 CFR Parts 5, 6, and 7. Disputes 

within the meaning of this c lause include disputes between 

the contractor (or any of i ts subcontractors) and HUD or 

i ts designee, the U.S. Department of Labor, or the 

employees or their representat ives. 

10.  (i)  Certification of Eligibil ity.  By entering into th is 

contract the contractor cert i f ies that neither i t  (nor he or 

she) nor any person or f i rm who has an interest in the 

contractor’s f i rm is a person or f i rm inel igible to be 

awarded Government contracts by virtue of Sect ion 3(a) of 

the Davis-Bacon Act or 29 CFR 5.12(a)(1) or to be 

awarded HUD contracts or part ic ipate in HUD programs 

pursuant to 24 CFR Part 24.  

(i i )   No part  of this contract shal l  be subcontracted to any 

person or f i rm inel igible for award of a Government 

contract by virtue of  Sect ion 3(a) of the Davis-Bacon Act 

or 29 CFR 5.12(a)(1) or to be awarded HUD contracts or 

part ic ipate in HUD programs pursuant to 24 CFR Part 24. 

(i i i )  The penalty for making false statements is prescribed 

in the U.S. Criminal Code, 18 U.S.C. 1001.  Addit ional ly,  

U.S. Criminal Code, Sect ion 1 01 0, Tit le 18, U.S.C.,  

“Federal Housing Administrat ion transact ions”,  provides in 

part :  “Whoever, for the purpose of .  .  .  inf luencing in any 

way the act ion of such Administrat ion.. . . .  makes, utters or 

publ ishes any statement knowing the same to be false. . . . . 

shal l  be f ined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not 

more than two years, or both.”  

11.  Complaints, Proceedings, or Testimony by 
Employees.   No laborer or mechanic to whom the wage, 

salary, or other labor standards provisions of this Contract 

are appl icable shal l  be discharged or in any other manner 

discriminated against by the Contractor or any 

subcontractor because such employee has f i led any 

complaint or inst i tuted or caused to be inst i tuted any 

proceeding or has test i f ied or is about to test i fy in any 

proceeding under or relat ing to the labor standards 

appl icable under this Contract to his employer.  

B.  Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act.  The 

provisions of this paragraph B are applicable where the amount of the 

prime contract exceeds $100,000.  As used in this paragraph, the 

terms “laborers” and “mechanics” include watchmen and guards. 

(1)  Overtime requirements.  No contractor or subcontractor 

contracting for any part of the contract work which may require or 

involve the employment of laborers or mechanics shall require or 

permit any such laborer or mechanic in any workweek in which the 

individual is employed on such work to work in excess of 40 hours in 

such workweek unless such laborer or mechanic receives 

compensation at a rate not less than one and one-half times the basic 

rate of pay for all hours worked in excess of 40 hours in such 

workweek. 

(2)  Violation; l iabil ity for unpaid wages; l iquidated 
damages.  In the event of any violat ion of the clause set 

forth in subparagraph (1) of  this paragraph, the contractor 

and any subcontractor responsible therefor shal l  be l iable 

for the unpaid wages.  In addit ion, such contractor and 

subcontractor shal l  be l iable to the United States (in the 

case of work done under contract for the District  of  

Columbia or a terri tory,  to such District  or to such 

terri tory),  for  l iquidated damages.  Such l iquidated 

damages shal l  be computed with respect to each individual 

laborer or mechanic, including watchmen and guards, 

employed in violat ion of  the clause set forth in 

subparagraph (1) of this paragraph, in the sum of $10 for each 

calendar day on which such individual was required or permitted to 

work in excess of the standard workweek of 40 hours without payment 

of the overtime wages required by the clause set forth in sub 

paragraph (1) of this paragraph.  
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(3) Withholding for unpaid wages and l iquidated
damages.  HUD or i ts designee shal l  upon i ts own act ion

or upon writ ten request of an authorized representat ive of

the Department of Labor withhold or cause to be withheld,

from any moneys payable on account of work performed by

the contractor or subcontractor under any such contract or

any other Federal  contract with the same prime contract,

or any other Federal ly-assisted contract subject to the

Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act which is

held by the same prime contractor such sums as may be

determined to be necessary to sat isfy any l iabi l i t ies of

such contractor or subcontractor for unpaid wages and

l iquidated damages as provided in the clause set forth in

subparagraph (2) of this paragraph.

(4) Subcontracts.  The contractor or subcontractor shal l

insert  in any subcontracts the clauses set forth in

subparagraph (1) through (4) of this paragraph and also a

clause requiring the subcontractors to include these

clauses in any lower t ier subcontracts.  The prime

contractor shal l  be responsible for compliance by any

subcontractor or lower t ier subcontractor with the clauses

set forth in subparagraphs (1) through (4) of this

paragraph.

C. Health and Safety.  The provisions of this paragraph C  are

applicable where the amount of the prime contract exceeds $100,000.

(1) No laborer or mechanic shal l  be required to work in

surroundings or under working condit ions which are

unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to his health and

safety as determined under construct ion safety and heal th

standards promulgated by the Secretary of Labor by

regulat ion.

(2) The Contractor shal l  comply with al l  regulat ions

issued by the Secretary of Labor pursuant to Tit le 29 Part

1926 and fa i lure to comply may result  in imposit ion of

sanct ions pursuant to the Contract Work Hours and Safety

Standards Act,  (Publ ic Law 91-54, 83 Stat 96).   40 USC

3701 et seq.

(3) The contractor shal l  include the provisions of this

paragraph in every subcontract so that such provisions wi l l  

be binding on each subcontractor.   The contractor shal l

take such act ion with respect to any subcontractor as the

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development or the

Secretary of Labor shal l  di rect as a means of enforcing

such provisions.
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COOK COUNTY CONTRACT COMPLIANCE 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR MINORITY AND WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 

Responding to a Bid for Proposal 

A Bidder or Proposer shall document its commitment to meeting the Contract specific MBE and WBE 

participation goals by submitting a Utilization Plan with the Bid or Proposal. The Utilization Plan shall 

include (1) one or more Letter(s) of Intent from the relevant MBE and WBE firms; and (2) current 

Letters of Certification as an MBE or WBE. Alternatively, the Bidder or Proposer shall submit (1) a 

written Petition for Reduction/Waiver with the Bid, Quotation or Proposal, which documents its 

preceding Good Faith Efforts and an explanation of its inability to meet the goals for MBE and WBE 

participation. The Utilization Plan shall be submitted at the time that the bid or proposal is due. 

Utilization Plan 

Each Bid or Proposal shall include a complete Utilization Plan, as set forth on Form 1 of the M/WBE 

Compliance Forms. The Utilization Plan shall include the name(s), mailing address, email address, 

and telephone number of the principal contact person of the relevant MBE and WBE firms. If the 

Bidder or Proposer submits a Bid or Proposal, and any of their subcontractors, suppliers or 

consultants, are certified MBE or WBE firms, they shall be identified as an MBE or WBE within the 

Utilization Plan. 

Letter of Intent (LOI) 

Except as set forth below, a Bid or Proposal shall include, as part of the Utilization Plan, one or more 

Letter(s) of Intent, as set forth on Form 2 of the M/WBE Compliance Forms, executed by each MBE 

and WBE and the Bidder or Proposer. The Letter(s) of Intent will be used to confirm that each MBE 

and WBE shall perform work as a subcontractor, supplier, joint venture, or consultant on the Contract. 

Each Letter of Intent shall indicate whether and the degree to which the MBE or WBE will provide 

goods or services directly or indirectly during the term of the Contract. The box for direct participation 

shall be marked if the proposed MBE or WBE will provide goods or services directly related to the 

scope of the Contract. The box for Indirect participation shall be marked if the proposed MBE or WBE 

will not be directly involved in the Contract but will be utilized by the Bidder or Proposer for other 

services not related to the Contract. Each Letter of Intent shall accurately detail the work to be 

performed by the relevant MBE or WBE firm, the agreed dollar amount, the percentage of work, and 

the terms of payment. 

Petition for Partial or Full Reduction of Participation 

In the event a Bid or Proposal does not meet the Contract specific goals for MBE and WBE 

participation, the Bid or Proposal shall include a Petition for Reduction/Waiver, as set forth on Form 3. 

The Petition for Reduction/Waiver shall be supported by sufficient evidence and documentation to 

demonstrate the Bidder or Proposer’s Good Faith Efforts in attempting to achieve the applicable MBE 

and WBE goals, and its inability to do so despite its Good Faith Efforts. 

The recommended goal is 24% Minority-owned Business Enterprise (MBE) and 10% Women-owned 

Business Enterprise (WBE). The 35% Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal is optional.

Cook County’s Contract and Compliance link to the Utilization Plan, Letter of Intent (LOI) and Petition 

for Partial or Full Reduction of Participation forms are as follows: 

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/contract-documents 
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U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
Office of Housing OMB Control No. 2502-0029
Federal Housing Commissioner (exp. 9/30/2016)

Equal Employment
Opportunity Certification
Excerpt From 41 CFR §60-1.4(b)

The applicant hereby agrees that it will incorporate or cause to be
incorporated into any contract for construction work, or modifi-
cation thereof, as defined in the regulations of the Secretary of
Labor at 41 CFR Chapter 60, which is paid for in whole or in part
with funds obtained from the Federal Government or borrowed
on the credit of the Federal Government pursuant to a grant,
contract, loan insurance, or guarantee, or undertaken pursuant to
any Federal program involving such grant, contract, loan, insur-
ance, or guarantee, the following equal opportunity clause:

During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as
follows:

(1) The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or
applicant for employment because of race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin. The contractor will take affirmative
action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that em-
ployees are treated during employment without regard to
their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, such action
shall include, but not be limited to the following: Employ-
ment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment or re-
cruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or
other forms of compensation; and selection for training,
including apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in
conspicuous places, available to employees and applicants
for employment, notices to be provided setting forth the
provisions of this nondiscrimination clause.

(2) The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for
employees placed by or on behalf of the contractor, state that
all qualified applicants will receive considerations for em-
ployment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

(3) The contractor will send to each labor union or representative
of workers with which it has a collective bargaining agree-
ment or other contract or understanding, a notice to be
provided advising the said labor union or workers' represen-
tatives of the contractor's commitments under this section,
and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places
available to employees and applicants for employment.

(4) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive
Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and of the rules, regu-
lations and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor.

(5) The contractor will furnish all information and reports re-
quired by Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and
by rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor, or
pursuant thereto, and will permit access to its books, records,
and accounts by the administering agency and the Secretary
of Labor for purposes of investigation to ascertain compli-
ance with such rules, regulations, and orders.

(6) In the event of the contractor's noncompliance with the
nondiscrimination clauses of this contract or with any of the
said rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be can-
celed, terminated, or suspended in whole or in part and the
contractor may be declared ineligible for further Govern-
ment contracts or federally assisted construction contracts in
accordance with procedures authorized in Executive Order
11246 of September 24, 1965, and such other sanctions may
be imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive
Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, or by rule, regulation, or
order of the Secretary of Labor, or as otherwise provided by law.

(7) The contractor will include the portion of the sentence imme-
diately preceding paragraph (1) and the provisions of para-
graphs (1) through (7) in every subcontract or purchase order
unless exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the Sec-
retary of Labor issued pursuant to section 204 of Executive
Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, so that such provisions
will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor. The
contractor will take such action with respect to any subcon-
tract or purchase order as the administering agency may
direct as a means of enforcing such provisions, including
sanctions for noncompliance: Provided, however, That in
the event a contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened
with, litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of
such direction by the administering agency the contractor
may request the United States to enter into such litigation to
protect the interests of the United States.

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal
opportunity clause with respect to its own employment practices
when it participates in federally assisted construction work:

Provided, That if the applicant so participating is a State or local
government, the above equal opportunity clause is not applicable
to any agency, instrumentality or subdivision of such government
which does not participate in work on or under the contract.

The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with
the administering agency and the Secretary of Labor in obtaining
the compliance of contractors and subcontractors with the equal
opportunity clause and the rules, regulations, and relevant orders
of the Secretary of Labor, that it will furnish the administering
agency and the Secretary of Labor such information as they may
require for the supervision of such compliance, and that it will
otherwise assist the administering agency in the discharge of the
agency's primary responsibility for securing compliance.

The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into
any contract or contract modification subject to Executive Order
11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor debarred from, or
who has not demonstrated eligibility for, Government contracts
and Federally-assisted construction contracts pursuant to the
Executive order and will carry out such sanctions and penalties
for violation of the equal opportunity clause as may be imposed

Firm Name and Address By

Title

Department of Veterans Affairs
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upon contractors and subcontractors by the administering agency
or the Secretary of Labor pursuant to Part II, Subpart D of the
Executive order. In addition, the applicant agrees that if it fails or
refuses to comply with these undertakings, the administering
agency may take any or all of the following actions: Cancel,
terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant (contract, loan,
insurance, guarantee); refrain from extending any further assis-
tance to the applicant under the program with respect to which the
failure or refund occurred until satisfactory assurance of future
compliance has been received from such applicant; and refer the case
to the Department of Justice for appropriate legal proceedings.

Excerpt from HUD Regulations

200.410Definition of term “applicant”.

(a) In multifamily housing transactions where controls over the
mortgagor are exercised by the Commissioner either through
the ownership of corporate stock or under the provisions of
a regulatory agreement, the term “applicant” as used in this
subpart shall mean the mortgagor.

(b) In transactions other than those specified in paragraph(a) of
this section, the term “applicant” as used in this subpart shall
mean the builder, dealer or contractor performing the con-
struction, repair or rehabilitation work for the mortgagor or
other borrower.

200.420Equal Opportunity Clause to be included in contracts and
subcontracts.

(a) The following equal opportunity clause shall be included in
each contract and subcontract which is not exempt:
During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees
as follows:

(1) The contractor will not discriminate against any em-
ployee or applicant for employment because of race, creed,
color, or national origin. The contractor will take affirmative
action to ensured that applicants are employed, and that
employees are treated during employment without regard to
their race, creed, color, or national origin. Such action shall
include, but not be limited to the following:  employment,
upgrading, demotion or transfer; recruitment or recruitment
advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms
of compensation; and selection for training, including ap-
prenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous
places, available to employees and applicants for employ-
ment, notices to be provided setting forth the provisions of
the nondiscrimination clause.

(2)The contractor will in all solicitations or advertisements for
employees placed by or on behalf of the contractor, state that all
qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard race, creed, color, or national origin.

(3) The contractor will send to each labor union or repre-
sentative of workers with which he has a collective bargain-
ing agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice, to
be provided, advising the said labor union or workers’ repre-
sentative of the contractor’s commitments under this section,
and shall post copies of the notices in conspicuous places
available to employees and applicants for employment.
(4) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Ex-
ecutive Order 10925 of March 6 1961, as amended, and of the
regulations, and relevant orders of the President’s Commit-
tee on Equal Employment Opportunity created thereby.

(5) The contractor will furnish all information and reports
required by Executive Order 10925 of March 6, 1961, as
amended, and by the regulations, and orders of the said
Committee , or pursuant thereto, and will permit access to his
books, records, and accounts by HUD and the Committee for
purposes of investigation to ascertain compliance with such
regulations, and orders.

(6) In the event of the contractor’s non-compliance with
the nondiscrimination clause of this contract or with any of
the said regulations, or orders, this contract may be can-
celled, terminated or suspended in whole or in part and the
contractor may be declared ineligible for further Govern-
ment contracts or Federally-assisted construction contracts
in accordance with procedures authorized in Executive Order
10925 of March 6, 1961, as amende, and such other sanctions
may be imposed and remedies invoke s provided in the said
Executive Order or by regulations, or order of the President’s
Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity, or as other-
wise provided by law.

(7) The contractor will include the provisions of Para-
graphs(1) through (7) in every subcontract or purchase order
unless exempted by regulations, or orders of the President’s
Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity issued pursu-
ant to Section 303 of Executive Order 10925 of March 6,
1961, as amended, so that such provisions will be binding
upon each subcontractor or vender.  The contractor will take
such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase
orders as HUD may direct as a means of enforcing such
provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance: Provided,
however, that in the event the contractor becomes involved
in, or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor or
vender as a result of such direction by HUD, the contractor
may request the United States to enter into such litigation to
protect the interests of the United States.

(b) Except in subcontracts for the performance of construction
work at the site of construction, the clause is not required to
be inserted in subcontracts below the second tier.  Subcontracts
may incorporate by referenced to the equal opportunity clause.

200.425Modification in and exemptions from the regulations in
this subpart.

(a) The following transactions and contracts are exempt from the
regulations in this subpart:
(1) Loans, mortgages, contracts and subcontracts not ex-
ceeding $10,000.

(2) Contract and subcontracts not exceeding $100,000 for
standard commercial supplies or raw material;

(3)Contracts and subcontracts under which work is to be or has
been performed outside the United States and where no recruit-
ment of workers within the United States in involved. To the
extent that work pursuant to such contracts is done within the
Untied States, the equal opportunity clause shall be applicable;
(4) Contracts for the sale of Government property where
no appreciable amount of work is involved; and

(5) Contracts and subcontracts for an indefinite quantity
which are not to extend for ore than one year if the purchaser
determines that the amounts to be ordered under any such
contract or subcontract are not reasonably expected to exceed
$100,000 in the case of contracts or subcontracts for standard
commercial supplies and raw materials, or $10,000 in the
case of all other contracts and subcontracts.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

CERTIFICATION OF BIDDER REGARDING 
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

INSTRUCTIONS 

This certification is required pursuant to Executive Order 11246 (30 F.R. 12319-25).  The 
implementing rules and regulations provide that any bidder or prospective contractor, or any of 
their proposed subcontractors, shall state as an initial part of the bid or negotiations of the 
contract, whether it has participated in any previous contract or subcontract subject to the equal 
opportunity clause; and, if so, whether it has files all compliance reports due under applicable 
instructions.   

Where the certification indicates that the bidder has not filed a compliance report due under 
applicable instructions, such bidders shall be required to submit a compliance report within seven 
(7) calendar days after bid opening.  No contract shall be awarded unless such report is submitted.

CERTIFICATION BY BIDDER  

Bidder’s Name: 

Address and Zip Code: 

1. Bidder has participated in previous contract or subcontract subject to the Equal
Employment Opportunity Clause.
Yes             No        (If answer is yes, identify the most recent contract)

2. Compliance reports were required to be filed in connection with such contract or
subcontract.
Yes             No        (If answer is yes, identify the most recent contract)

3. Bidder has filed all compliance reports due under applicable instructions, including SF-
100.
Yes             No           None Required

4. If answer to Item 3 is “No”, please explain in detail on the reverse side of this
certification.

Certification – The information above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

(Name and Title of Signer – please type) 

Signature Date 

HUD 4238 
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Page 1 of 2 form HUD-2992 (3/98)

Certification A:  Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and
Other Responsibility Matters - Primary Covered Transactions

1. The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowl-
edge and belief that its principals;

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment,
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions
by any Federal debarment or agency;

b. Have not within a three-year period preceding this proposal,
been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for
commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtain-
ing, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or
local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of
Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft,
forgery, bribery, falsification, or destruction of records, making false
statements, or receiving stolen property;

c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly
charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) with
commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(b) of
this certification; and

d. Have not within a three-year period preceding this application/
proposal had one or more public transactions (Federal, State, or local)
terminated for cause or default.

2. Where the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to
any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant
shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

Instructions for Certification (A)

1. By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective primary
participant is providing the certification set out below.

2. The inability of a person to provide the certification required below
will not necessarily result in denial of participation in this covered
transaction.  The prospective participant shall submit an explanation
of why it cannot provide the certification set out below.  The certifi-
cation or explanation will be considered in connection with the
department or agency’s determination whether to enter into this
transaction.  However, failure of the prospective primary participant to
furnish a certification or an explanation shall disqualify such person
from participation in this transaction.

3. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact
upon which reliance was place when the department or agency deter-
mined to enter into this transaction.  If it is later determined that the
prospective primary participant knowingly rendered an erroneous
certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal
Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction
for cause of default.

4. The prospective primary participant shall provide immediate writ-
ten notice to the department or agency to whom this proposal is
submitted if at any time the prospective primary participant learns that
its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become errone-
ous by reason of changed circumstances.

5. The terms covered transaction, debarred, suspended, ineligible,
lower tier covered transaction, participant, person, primary cov-
ered transaction, principal, proposal, and voluntarily excluded, as
used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and
Coverage sections of the rules implementing Executive Order 12549.
You may contact the department or agency to which this proposal is
being submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of these regulations.

6. The prospective primary participant agrees by submitting this
proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into,
it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction
with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or
voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction,
unless authorized by the department or agency entering into this
transaction.

7. The prospective primary participant further agrees by submitting
this proposal that it will include the clause titled “Certification
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclu-
sion - Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” provided by the department
or agency entering into this covered transaction, without modification,
in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower
tier covered transactions.

8. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification
of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it
is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the
covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.
A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it
determines this eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but
is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.

9. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require
establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the
certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information
of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally
possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business
dealings.

10. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (6) of these
instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters
into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended,
debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this
transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal
Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction
for cause of default.

Certification Regarding
Debarment and Suspension

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
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Page 2 of 2 form HUD-2992 (3/98)

Certification B:  Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineli-
gibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions

1. The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of
this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily
excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal depart-
ment or agency.

2. Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to
any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant
shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

Instructions for Certification (B)

1. By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier
participant is providing the certification set out below.

2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact
upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into.
If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant
knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other
remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or
agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available
remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate
written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any
time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification
was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of
changed circumstances.

4. The terms covered transaction, debarred, suspended, ineligible,
lower tier covered transaction, participant, person, primary cov-
ered transaction, principal, proposal, and voluntarily excluded, as
used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and
Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549.  You
may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assis-
tance in obtaining a copy of these regulations.

5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this
proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into,
it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction
with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or
voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction,
unless authorized by the department or agency with which this trans-
action originated.

6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting
this proposal that it will include this clause titled “Certification
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclu-
sion - Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” without modification, in all
lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier
covered transactions.

7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification
of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it
is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the
covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.
A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it
determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but
is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.

8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require
establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the
certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information
of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally
possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business
dealings.

9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (5) of these
instructions, if a participant in a lower covered transaction knowingly
enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is
suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from partici-
pation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the
Federal Government, the department or agency with which this trans-
action originated may pursue available remedies including suspension
and/or debarment.

Applicant Date

Signature of Authorized Certifying Official Title
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Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for 
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal 
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard 
Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents 
for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and 
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification 
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or 
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction 
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,00 0 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or 
guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, ''Disclosure of Lobbying 
Activities,'' in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or 
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

* SIGNATURE: * DATE:

* PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Suffix:

Middle Name:

* Title:

* First Name:

* Last Name:

Prefix:

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of 
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with 
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or 
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance 

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:
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Appendix C: RPD Statement of Interest in StormStore 
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Appendix D: Rough Desktop Analysis 1  

DISCLAIMER: The information in this cut sheet was developed from the RainReady Calumet Corridor plan, prepared by 
CNT in 2017. It can provide the selected FIRM with initial ideas for preliminary design. However, the FIRM must ensure 
that the preliminary design addresses performance measures listed in the RFP and final design accounts for community 
input. The estimated capital costs in the table are from 2017 and may be in need of updating to meet performance 
measures listed in this RFP. 

 

RainReady Riverdale 

 

 

Based on communication with local officials and residents through public meetings as well as a review of 

resident survey responses, several flood problem areas were identified as “focus areas.”  These focus areas 

are further evaluated to identify specific causes and sources of flooding within the areas and 

recommendations of solutions to address those problems have been considered. A description of one of the 

focus area identified within Riverdale and the proposed improvements to address the flooding problems 

are summarized in the sections below. 

 

PROPOSAL: “Retrofit Pekny Park” (rec. RI 12.1) 
 

Table 1: Summary of Proposed Project Details 

 

 

PROBLEM 

 

In the Village of Riverdale, the southcentral area of the community near the Ivanhoe Metra train station (W 

144th St. and S. Stewart Ave) is prone to flooding indicated by a heavy concentration of survey responses 

and feedback from community officials. Residents in this neighborhood reported frequent street and yard 

flooding, limiting the ability for vehicles to navigate roadways during or immediately following storms. The 

Metra station and nearby Pekny Park flood often with street closures due to the level of inundation. There is 

minimal drainage found near the park downslope of the western side of the railroad embankment. In 

addition, flooding of homes was reported, primarily due to water entering homes through foundation cracks, 

window wells, or doorway entrances as a result of ponding in the yards. Figure 1 includes a map of reported 

flooding in the identified problem area.  

 

 

 

Location: Pekny Park, parcel south of W 144th St.  (41.631147, -87.632298) 

Project Area: ~8.5 acres (park parcel) Benefitting Area: ~31 acres (catchment #628) 

Cook County Parcels: NA Current Owner(s): Riverdale Parks District (POC: K. Parrott) 

 FEMA Flood Hazard? 0.2% Annual 
Chance 

In MWRD 1-Year Inundation Area? No 

RainReady Flood Risk Score: 3 (med-high) Flood Type: Seepage, pooling in streets/yards, BB 

Community Priority: High Implementation Phasing: Mid-Term (2-6 years) 

Source of Recommendation: RainReady Calumet Corridor Plan (2017) (rec 12.1) 

Related Plans/Policies: Riverdale Active Transportation Plan (2011), Village of Riverdale Comprehensive 
Plan (2014) 
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Figure 1: Community Reported Problem Areas 

 

Catchment #628 has a network of combined and storm sewers. This system should be adequate for runoff 

from the residential areas. However the significant amount of stormwater that is channeled from the north of 

the catchment combined with the topography and minimal infiltration rates induce large amounts of rain 

water to converge near the southern reaches of Pekny Park along S. Stewart Ave. 

 

 

SOLUTION 

Improve Riverdale’s parks in a way that restores and connects natural ecosystems, manages stormwater, and 

expands outdoor recreation opportunities. Incorporate green infrastructure features like naturalized 

detention ponds, rain gardens, permeable pavement, and bioswales, as well as new play structures.  Engage 

residents in the planning process; ensure that final designs incorporate GI BMPs; where appropriate, re-

47



RFP – Green Stormwater Infrastructure at Pekny Park 

direct water from streets into bioswales on park land (this would reduce street flooding and define/beautify 

the edges of parks); include project(s) in the Park District’s ongoing capital improvement planning and 

implementation efforts; implement a policy that encourages the conversion of underutilized lawns into native 

plant gardens; apply for grants as opportunities arise. 

 

Green Infrastructure Benefits1: 

• Resilience: Reduced flooding risk, avoided property damage costs, reduced clean up time/costs   

• Economic: New temporary jobs, increased property values, increased tax revenue  

• Social: Improved public health, reduce obesity and stress, lower blood pressure and cholesterol 

levels, support more rapid recovery from surgery, minimize minor medical issues, new amenity  

• Environmental: Reduced stormwater runoff, improved downstream water quality, improved air 

quality, reduced atmospheric CO2, reduced urban heat island affect 

 

High-Level Implementation Steps:  

1) convene a Project Team that will oversee all planning, design, project implementation activities; 2) develop 

an implementation and maintenance plan; 3) pursue relevant funding, financing, and other implementation 

strategies; 4) complete project enabling activities (e.g. technical studies, environmental reviews, permitting, 

etc.); 5) close the deal and construct project; 6) operate, maintain, and monitor project in perpetuity.    

 

 
1 These benefits and others can be quantified and monetized as needed 
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Figure 2: Alternative Green Infrastructure Opportunities on southern parcel of Pekny Park 
(Source: Google Earth 2017 image) 

 

  
Table 2: Cost Estimates for Possible Green Infrastructure Components 

 

Default values for construction costs, maintenance cost and expected life are pre-entered into the calculator. These values were 

derived from the Green Values NSMC, and accounting for inflation ($1.12 2016 for every $1.00 dollar in 2009). While there was 

research conducted to find new values for these costs, where new costs were found, they were consistent with this method. 

 Area
Green Infrastructures 

Component
 Dimensions 

 Volume 

Capacity (gal) 
Capital Cost

Annual 

Maintenance 

Life Cycle Costs         

(20 yrs)

1 Roadside Swale 100 ft. of length 1,350 7,000$           50$              7,570$               

2 Trees (5) -                    4,000 1,500$           -$            1,500$               

3 Rain garden 2400 sq.ft. 10,800 19,000$         480$           25,000$            

16,150 27,500$         530$           34,070$            Total
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Figure 3: Google Street View of Area 1 

Area 1: Opportunity for a roadside 
swale or a rain garden with a “through-
flow” design (see figure 6). A slight 
depression in the curb would allow 
water to infiltrate into the soil and/or 
green infrastructure installed. 

 

 
Figure 4: Google Street View of Area 2 

Area 2: A small depression in the curb 
could release significant amounts of 
water into a native garden or to a tree 
garden (there is ample room for more 
trees in Pekny Park) during rain events. 
This area of S. Stewart St. curb is where 
water exerts the most pressure so speed 
reduction elements should be 
incorporated to avoid soil erosion. Costs 
for such a project are minimal. 

 
Figure 5: Google Street View of Area 3 

Area 3: Opportunity to maximize the use 
of this drain and reduce street flooding 
by installing a rain garden with  “raised-
overflow drain” design (see figure 7).  
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Figure 6: Through-flow Design  
(Source: Urban Street Stormwater Guide, National Association of City transportation Officials, 2017) 

 

 

Figure 7: Raised Overflow Drain Design  
(Source: Urban Street Stormwater Guide, National Association of City transportation Officials, 2017) 
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Appendix E: Rough Desktop Analysis 2 

DISCLAIMER: The information in this cut sheet was developed in partnership with the U.S.  Army Corps of Engineers. It can 
provide the selected FIRM with initial ideas for preliminary design. However, the FIRM must ensure that the preliminary 
design addresses performance measures listed in the RFP and final design accounts for community input. The estimated 
capital costs in the table may be in need of updating to meet performance measures listed in this RFP. 

 

Focus Area Description 

Based on communication with local officials and residents through public meetings as well as a review of 

resident survey responses, several flood problem areas were identified as “focus areas.” These focus areas 

are further evaluated to identify specific causes and sources of flooding within the areas as well as 

recommendations of solutions to address those problems. A description of the focus area identified within the 

Village of Riverdale and the proposed improvements to address the flooding problems are summarized 

below.  

In the Village of Riverdale, the southcentral area of the community near the Ivanhoe Metra train station is 

prone to flooding indicated by a heavy concentration of survey responses and feedback from community 

officials. Residents in this neighborhood reported frequent street and yard flooding, limiting the ability for 

vehicles to navigate roadways during or immediately following storms. The Metra station and nearby 

Ivanhoe Park flood often with street closures due to the level of inundation. There is minimal drainage found 

near the park downslope of the western side of the railroad embankment. In addition, flooding of homes 

was reported, primarily due to water entering homes through foundation cracks, window wells, or doorway 

entrances as a result of ponding in the yards. Figure 1 includes a map of reported flooding in the identified 

problem area.  Figure 2 includes a zoomed in map of the problem area.  
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Figure 1 – Problem Area Map 
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Figure 2 – Problem Area Map – Zoomed in  

 

Existing Hydrology  

The topography generally slopes from the northeast toward the Calumet River in the south. The largest 

elevation feature is the railroad tracks that bisect the drainage area. Stormwater east of the tracks flows 

west along 144th, often flooding the street forcing road closures. Figure 3 shows rain from as far north as 

140th St converges with the eastern flows as well as the runoff from the train tracks into the area around 

Ivanhoe Park. This low lying area is indicative to ponding and may take days to properly drain after larger 

storms.     
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Figure 3 – Topography and Drainage Patterns of Problem Area 

Figures 4 and 5 include the existing land use and hydrologic soil type of the drainage area.  Land use shows 

how much of an area has the ability to absorb rain water through grassy or tree covered areas as opposed 

to buildings and parking lots. The soil types show how absorbent those open areas are. Hydrologic soil type 

is defined by the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and 

broken down into four groups (A, B, C, and D) based on the soil’s runoff potential. Soil Type A has the 

smallest runoff potential (higher infiltration rates) while Type D has the greatest runoff potential (less 

infiltration).   

The drainage area, pictured in Figures 4 and 5, consists almost entirely of Group D & C soil types, which 

have poor infiltration rates in the order of less 0.15 inches per hour2.  These soil types have the highest runoff 

 
222 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052731.pdf 
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potential. Although there is a fair amount grass and tree canopy, these poorly drained soils impede the 

downward movement of rainwater producing high levels of runoff.  

 

Table 1 – Soil Type Percentages of Total Area of Subbasins in Riverdale 

Hydrologic 
Soil Type 

Area 
(Acres) 

Percentage 

A 0 0% 

B 5.6 6% 

C 40.8 41% 

D 52.9 53% 

Total 99.2 100% 

 

Landuse and soil type can be used to calculate the runoff curve number (CN) for the drainage area. This 

number is an empirical parameter used to predict the infiltration and direct runoff volumes that will occur 

during rainfall events. CN’s generally range from 30 to 100, with lower numbers indicating high rates of 

infiltration and low stormwater runoff and high numbers indicating low infiltration and high volumes of 

stormwater runoff. For example, a paved parking lot is assumed to allow for almost no infiltration, so the 

CN assigned to paved parking areas is typically 98 regardless of the soil type underlying the paved surface.  

Table 2 includes a summary table for the composite CN for each of the subbasins in Riverdale. The composite 

CN’s, which average about 86.6, indicates fairly low levels of infiltration into the soil in the neighborhood 

as comparted to a typical urban neighborhood. The low infiltration rates and overland flow paths in the 

area contribute to flooding in the problem area.   

 

Table 2 – Composite Curve Number of Riverdale Subbasins 

Subbasin 
Area 

(Acres) 
Composite CN 

A 5.7 84.4 

B 7.7 84.3 

C 6.2 93.6 

D 48.6 87.3 

E 31.0 85.1 

Total 99.2  
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Figure 4 – Landuse Class of Problem Area 
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Figure 5 – Hydrologic Soil Type of Problem Area 
 

 
Existing Hydraulic Conditions 
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The problem area has a network of combined and storm sewers. This system should be adequate for runoff 

from the residential area. However the significant amount of stormwater that is channeled from the north 

and east is overwhelming the systems at Stewert Ave and Eggleston St. The topography combined with the 

minimal infiltration rates induce large amounts of rain water to converge near the southern reaches of Ivanhoe 

Park. Water accumulates and surcharges the storm sewers through the few inlets causing flooding 

downstream in the network to the west.   

   

Figure 6 – Park southwest of the Ivanhoe Metra Station  

 

Recommended Plan - Ditch and Pond Creation West of Railroad 

It is recommended to create a detention area roughly contouring the southern area of Ivanhoe Park, 700 

feet by 300 feet with a 2:1 slope, connected on the northern and southern ends to ditch with an approximate 

length of 1725 feet, with 300 feet of 3 foot wide ditch to the north and 1425 feet of 5 foot wide ditch to 

the south. The southern end of the ditch would connect to the Little Calumet River. 

The recommended detention area storage volume is 8 acre-feet, assuming maximum 5-feet depth for the 

proposed detention basis. The proposed 5-foot ditch would convey up to 280 cubic feet per second (cfs) of 

stormwater into the Little Calumet River at capacity. Figure 7 provides a schematic of the recommended 

plan. A typical ditch section with a 3 or 5 foot bottom width and 2H:1V side slope was assumed. The ditch 

would be constructed at a minimum of 0.1% gradient in the direction of flow.  

Note that incorporation of bioswale features or native plantings as part of the storage recommendations 

should be considered to encourage co-benefits associated with green infrastructure and natural features, 

although these features were not included as part of the cost analysis described below.   
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Figure 7 – Southcentral Riverdale Recommended Plan 
 

 

Cost Estimate  
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A preliminary cost estimate was developed for the recommended plan presented.  The costs are based on 

preliminary designs based on the components for the plan. It is important to note that the cost estimate was 

based upon the conceptual level design developed for the preliminary alignments and associated typical 

sections and should only be used for preliminary planning purposes. The following assumptions were used in 

preparation of the preliminary estimate summarized in Table 3.  

 

Assumptions: 

• Only construction costs, no engineering /design, real estate, or construction oversight 

• All excavated material is clean and stored onsite 

• The cost estimate was based upon the conceptual level design developed for the preliminary 

alignments and associated typical sections 

 

 

Table 3 – Preliminary Cost Estimate 

Project Component Qty  Unit  Unit Cost   Cost  

Mob / Demob 1 LS  $62,000   $62,000  

Detention         

  Clearing & Grubbing 1.6 AC  $8,500   $13,600  

  Excavation 13000 CY  $8   $104,000  

  Turf Establishment 1.6 AC  $13,500   $21,600  

  Pipe and Outlet 1 LS  $3,500   $3,500  

Ditches         

  3ft Ditch 300 LF  $4   $1,200  

  5ft Ditch 1425 LF  $9   $12,825  

            

TOTAL  $219,000  
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Appendix F: RainReady Calumet Corridor Plan 
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RainReady  
Calumet Corridor

Plan for Riverdale, IL
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A CITIZEN’S GUIDE TO A RAINREADY RIVERDALE, i

A  CITIZEN’S GUIDE TO A 
RAINREADY RIVERDALE

A RainReady Riverdale would be a community where all 
residents and businesses benefit from flood relief in a way that 
also brings neighborhood beautification, retail activity, jobs, 
recreation, and habitat conservation. In this community, public 
investment is transparent and fair.

In order to better understand Riverdale’s flooding risk, the 
Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the RainReady Riverdale Steering 
Committee, and the Village of Riverdale joined together in 
February 2016. Throughout the year, this group met regularly, 
hosted community meetings, went door-to-door in the 
community, held seven public workshops, held five Steering 
Committee meetings, and reviewed over a hundred plans and 
studies. 87 Riverdale residents filled out our flooding survey.

Together, we have established a shared vision and path towards 
a flood-resilient Riverdale: The RainReady Riverdale Plan. This 
Citizen’s Guide to a RainReady Riverdale covers the highlights 
of the plan, for more information visit www.rainready.org/
calumetcorridor.

A Path Forward 

In 2016, Riverdale secured a $7.4 million grant from Cook 
County to address flooding in the northeast neighborhood. 
The project will pay for sewer separation, and is expected to 
greatly reduce flooding in the northeast neighborhood.

The Village is also working with public and private partners 
to redevelop key industrial and commercial sites in a way that 
brings in new jobs and economic activity while simultaneously 
reducing flooding in surrounding areas. 

Equipped with the RainReady Plan, the Village now has 
a roadmap to reduce flooding in a way that  strengthens 
neighborhoods and businesses, and brings new life to vacant 
areas of town. With modern and well-maintained infrastructure, 
the Village will be prepared to weather the storms of the 
future—both large and small. 

KEEP READING FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 

PATH AHEAD FOR RIVERDALE!

WHAT WOULD A RAINREADY RIVERDALE LOOK LIKE? 
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Understanding the Problem 

Like many of its neighbors, Riverdale has long been plagued by chronic flooding. In recent years, the scope and severity of the 
floods have become significantly worse.  A combination of impervious surfaces, aging and limited infrastructure, and changes in 
regional climate have left Riverdale residents vulnerable across the village. From 2007 to 2011, 3,362 flood-related insurance 
claims were filed in the 60827 zip code, with more than $8,073,673 paid out in damages. Residents suffer a mix of basement 
backup, street and yard flooding, and foundation seepage. In 2015, the broader Calumet Corridor in which Riverdale was 
identified by Cook County as the area “most impacted and distressed” by the April 2013 flooding disaster (DR-4116). Strategic 
policy changes and coordinated investment in green and grey infrastructure will mitigate chronic flooding issues in Riverdale.

RainReady Riverdale Survey Results 
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Planning the Solutions 

The path ahead for Riverdale requires coordinated action at multiple scales. Fortunately, community residents, municipal staff, 
and elected representatives are aligned in their desire for a more beautiful, flood-resilient community. The RainReady Plan 
recommends the following priority projects from a comprehensive list of recommendations:

NORTHEAST NEIGHBORHOOD

In 2017, plans will move forward to separate the sanitary sewer from the stormwater sewer in northeast Riverdale. The project area 
is defined by the Metra tracks, East 140th Street, the municipal border, and the Little Calumet River.  This project will bring much 
needed flood relief to residents in the Northeast neighborhood of Riverdale who have been struggling with basement backups 
and other local flooding challenges for years.

THE CAL-SAG TRAIL

The Village of Riverdale recently green-lighted the expansion of the Cal-Sag Trail into town. The extension of the Cal-Sag Trail 
into Riverdale will spur a whole host of new opportunities for economic development, recreation, and even flood mitigation. 
Residents and local leaders should work together to make sure the forthcoming project includes green infrastructure like 
bioswales, vegetated swales, and tree plantings, in places where these improvements will alleviate local flooding issues. 

OPEN UP RIVERDALE MARSH

Plans are in the works to improve Riverdale Marsh, a 75 acre site just northwest of 138th Street and Halsed Avenue. The current 
plan aims to create new opportunities for residents and visitors to get outside for a picnic, a walk, birding, and biking. It could 
event connect to the forthcoming Cal-Sag Trail and other commercial corridors, opening up a vast network of outdoor play and 
shopping.
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Quick Steps

We know that residents experience flooding every summer, 
and the need for help is urgent. Here are 7 solutions that 
homeowners should consider to reduce their risk today:

•	 ASSESS YOUR PROPERTY.  
The first step to solving your flood problem is to understand 
how water falls on your property and flows through your 
pipes. If you have significant problems, you may need the 
help of an engineer, plumber, electrician, or landscape 
designer.

•	 MAKE YARD IMPROVEMENTS.  
In order to reduce flooding, capture stormwater runoff using 
rain gardens, swales, dry wells, permeable paving, rain 
barrels, or cisterns.

•	 ELEVATE YOUR APPLIANCES.  
If water regularly enters your home, place appliances, 
furnaces, hot water heaters, and electrical panels above the 
typical flood level on wood or concrete blocks.

•	 HAVE YOUR BUILDING SEWERS CHECKED.  
Faulty pipes connecting your home to the municipal sewer 
system can exacerbate foundation damage and flooding in 
your home. Ensure that grease, waste, or tree roots are not 
obstructing the pipe and preventing wastewater from leaving 
the house.

•	 RECLAIM YOUR PARKWAY.  
The strips between sidewalks and streets can be transformed 
into attractive green spaces that absorb stormwater runoff, 
reduce municipal maintenance costs, and beautify streets. 
Be sure to check your municipal code for which plants are 
permitted.

•	 GET INSURED.  
There are several options available to protect you against the 
risk of water damage, including home insurance policies, 
flood insurance riders, and the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP), established by FEMA and administered by 
your local insurance companies.

•	 ADVOCATE FOR THE RAINREADY PLAN.  
This plan outlines solutions to community wide flooding. Get 
involved in your local Steering Committee to make sure the 
plan is implemented! 

GET INVOLVED!

Community leaders joined together in 2016 to form 
the RainReady Riverdale Steering Committee.  The 
Committee will work to implement the RainReady 

Riverdale Plan by building an ongoing beautification and 
economic development effort. They are committed to 
investment in infrastructure improvements, improved 

transportation assets, complete streets, and community 
gardens across the Village. The Committee wants to 

preserve Riverdale’s natural areas and bring new life to 
vacant areas.  They are motivated to raise employment 

rates, increase the availability of healthy foods, and create 
more retail with TOD areas and infill.  The Committee will 
also work to open lines of communication throughout the 

community. 

RainReady Riverdale Steering Committee meets monthly! 

For more information contact Rebecca Raines  
at rraines@cnt.org or 773.269.2217.
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VILLAGE OF RIVERDALE 
COMMUNITY  SNAPSHOT

The Village of Riverdale is situated along the Little 

Calumet River about 16 miles south of Chicago’s 

Downtown. Riverdale shares borders with Chicago to 

the northeast, Dolton to the east and south, Harvey to 

the southwest, Dixmoor and forest preserves to the west, 

and Calumet Park to the northwest. The village is close 

to both I-57 and I-94 and is only a 30-minutes from 

Chicago’s loop by car, rail, and bus. The total land area of 

the village is 3.7 square miles.

In its earliest days, Riverdale was known as a final 

stopover on the Underground Railroad. After the turn 

of the century, the village began its rise to prominence 

as a manufacturing hub, providing jobs to residents 

throughout the region. The village population boomed 

in the 1960s, increasing from 1,500 to 12,000 in just 

20 years. Today, the village’s industrial legacy lives 

on through extensive railroad and industrial assets. 

Riverdale also has a strong history of tree stewardship 

having been a Tree City, U.S.A. for more than a decade. 

An active tree commission park district, and volunteer 

stewards keep Riverdale’s neighborhoods and natural 

areas green. 

Like many of its neighboring communities, the Village 

of Riverdale experiences severe and repeated f looding. 

From 2007 to 2011, 3,362 f lood-related insurance 

claims were filed, with more than $8,073,673 paid out in 

damages (CNT, 2014). Flooding in Riverdale exacerbates 

existing challenges, such as maintaining older homes, 

economic divestment, and aging public infrastructure. 

On the other hand, efforts to mitigate Riverdale’s 

f looding challenges can also support the community’s 

broader economic development goals. 

FIGURE RI-1: 

Location of Riverdale within Cook County
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Flooding Risks and  
Resilience Opportunities

Residents and business owners in Riverdale experience 

several types of f looding:

•	 Basement backup from the local sewer system and 
damaged private lateral lines, impacting several parts of town

•	 Street flooding, which occurs when local drainage systems 
are overwhelmed with stormwater and sewage causing water 
to pool in the street

•	 Foundation seepage in several areas of Riverdale, causing 
rot and mold in basement walls

Areas with higher f looding risk are show in Figure RI-8. 

Proposed f looding solutions are also shown on this map. 

These “green-grey” solutions were identified through a 

community-driven and analytically-rigorous process (see 

The Planning Process). The result is a plan that works, 

both in terms of its community support and physical and 

economic feasibility.

FIGURE RI-2: 

Hierarchy for Stormwater 
Management
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Key findings from this Flooding Risk and Resilience 

Opportunity assessment are presented here. This risk 

and opportunity assessment provided the foundation 

for the strategies and recommendations presented in the 

RainReady Action Plan for Riverdale.     

Four main factors contribute to f looding in Riverdale:

INCREASING IMPERVIOUS SURFACES

As Riverdale developed over time, natural lands were 

converted to buildings, parking lots, streets, and other 

“impervious surfaces.” The increase in impervious 

surfaces resulted in fewer open areas for rainwater to sink 

into the ground. As Riverdale takes steps to redevelop 

certain commercial and industrial areas (e.g., the 

Riverdale Prairie Industrial site, TOD areas, etc.), efforts 

should be made to manage any additional stormwater 

runoff from any new developments as well as reduce 

runoff from existing impervious surfaces (see Reorient 

recommendations).

AGING AND LIMITED SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE

Riverdale appears to have a well distributed storm sewer 

network. However, the general f latness of the network 

combined with sparse drainage points can cause water to 

pond in streets and public spaces (see FigureRI-3). Many 

alleyways are in disrepair and lack adequate storm drains, 

often causing nearby homes to f lood. MWRD’s massive 

reservoir system, TARP, appears to connect with the with 

the Riverdale system northwest of the railroad tracks near 

Forestview and Perry Avenues. The rest of village sewers 

drain toward Indiana Ave or 146th St. As sewer systems 

age, pipes may collapse causing local drainage issues. 

Residents report widespread basement back up and 

f looded manholes during storms, suggesting that there 

may be maintenance issues within the municipal sewer 

lines. Riverdale should document, inspect, rehabilitate 

(where necessary), and maintain their municipal sewer 

FIGURE RI-3: 

Riverdale Drainage and 
Sewer Map
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and drainage systems so as to bring it up to a state of good 

repair (see Repair Strategies).  

MORE SEVERE STORMS

Climate change is bringing more frequent, high-intensity 

storms to the region (see The Problem). In light of this, 

Riverdale should not only prepare for storms like the one 

that occurred in April 2013, but also much larger and 

more frequent storms, and more variable weather (e.g., 

intense storms followed by long droughts, more freeze/

thaw cycles). Riverdale should also equip their residents, 

municipal staff, and elected officials with the knowledge 

and resources needed to prepare for, mitigate, and recover 

from future storms—both large and small (see Reorient 

Strategies).     

FLAT TOPOGRAPHY

Since stormwater is largely directed via gravity, 

Riverdale’s f lat topography creates challenges for moving 

the water out of neighborhoods. Riverdale’s natural 

topography is extremely f lat, with an overall slope on 

the order of 1/10 of 1% (~0.15%). Most of the elevation 

changes are actually manmade features like railroad 

embankments and bridges. Rain that falls in Riverdale 

drains to the Little Calumet River to the north, west and 

south, depending on the ridges created by the railroad 

embankments. For example, the IHB railroad located 

just south of 140th Street divides the village into two main 

catchments: the area north drains to the lower Little 

Calumet River (i.e., the River along Riverdale’s northern 

border) and the area to the south drains to the lower Little 

Calumet River (i.e., the River along Riverdale’s southern 

border). However, east of the Metra rail line, there is a 

low section at Michigan Avenue that allows stormwater to 

f low north/south across the 140th Street/railroad division.

FIGURE RI-4: 

Typical residential street in Riverdale, Illinois
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These overland flow path and depression area maps show where stormwater is likely to flow and accumulate, or 
pool, in Riverdale. These maps are based on high-resolution digital elevation models (DEMs) derived from Light 
Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) technology. 

Although LiDAR provides very detailed information on land cover and topography, there are several factors that 
may result in discrepancies between these maps and how stormwater actually flows through a community (e.g., 
small landscape features like gutters, curbs, small hills that route water, which may not have been picked up in 
our flow path analysis). Also, each community has a sewer and drainage system that is designed to intercept and 
manage stormwater. Our team modelled the flow of stormwater over the landscape as if local sewer systems are 
at full capacity and could not handle any additional flows. In other words these maps only show the overland flow 
paths and accumulation of stormwater and do not factor in the underlying sewer network. 

In spite of these limitations and assumptions, these maps represent a good approximation of how stormwater is 
likely to flow  and accumulate in the Calumet Corridor. These maps were used alongside other information on 
flooding risk and solution opportunities to determine where green infrastructure retrofits could alleviate local 
flooding issues. This information informed each community’s action plan.

FIGURE RI-5: 

Riverdale Urban Flooding Risk Assessment
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The following section summarizes what we heard from Riverdale residents, municipal staff, and elected 

representatives through the RainReady planning process as well as what we gathered from previous plans completed 

for the Village (see Figure RI-6). To make this information easier to digest, we organized it into community strengths, 

concerns, and land-based opportunities (i.e., planning priorities and capital projects) that apply to: 1) your homes and 

neighborhoods; 2) your business districts and shopping centers; 3) your industrial centers and railroad corridors; and 

4) your open space and natural areas. We also created a community asset map to prompt ideas about how Riverdale’s 

RainReady Action Plan can strengthen and build on existing community assets.

Name Lead(s) Year Completed / Status Focus

Stormwater Master Plan Project for the Little Calumet 
River/Cal-Sag Channel Drainage Area: Problem Area 
Concept Memo (Northeast Riverdale #16)

MWRD, Arcadis 2016 Watershed/ 
Stormwater Management

Riverdale Wetland Delineation Report MWRD, Kabbes 
Engineering, Inc. 2016 Watershed/Stormwater 

Management

Riverdale Comprehensive Plan
Village of Riverdale, 
RATIO, Hancock, 
DCI

2014 Comprehensive

Riverdale Active Transportation Plan
Active 
Transportation 
Alliance

2011 Transportation

Lake Riverdale Calumet Waterfront Sustainable Development 
Plan

Hitchcock Design 
Group 2010

Various: Economic 
Development, Green 
Infrastructure, Transportation

Various site proposals, master plans, and studies -- -- --

FIGURE RI-6: 

Previous Plans of Riverdale
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COMMUNITY STRENGTHS

•	 Access to regional greenways (e.g., the Major Taylor Trail and 
the forthcoming Cal-Sag Trail)

•	 Residential areas are close to two Metra stations

•	 Good access to neighborhood parks (managed by the 
Riverdale Park District)

•	 Local community groups that encourage an ethic of land 
stewardship (e.g., volunteer stewards in the Forest Preserves, 
the Riverdale Tree Commission, Riverdale Tree Buddies 
youth program)

•	 Easy to access Chicago by all means of transportation (car, 
train, bus)

•	 Gridded street layout and uniform shape will simplify the 
installation of Green Infrastructure Best Management 
Practices (GI BMPs)

•	 See Community Asset Map (Figure RI-7)

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

•	 Flooding!

•	 Low property values

•	 Lack of opportunities for youth

•	 Older homes in need of repair

•	 Population has decreased by 5,000 (about 10%) in last 20 
years to around 13,536

•	 Difficult to get around without a car

•	 Concern that the constant flow of trains through residential 
areas are contributing to cracks in the foundations of homes, 
especially homes in close proximity to the tracks

•	 See Riverdale Urban Flooding Risk Assessment (Figure 
RI-5)

Existing Conditions in Riverdale, Illinois

YOUR HOMES AND 
NEIGHBORHOODS
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LAND-BASED OPPORTUNITIES (PLANNING PRIORITIES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS)

Previous (and concurrent) plans have called for:

•	 Creating a diversity of housing types (e.g., single-family 
detached/attached, multifamily)

•	 Offering multi-generational housing (e.g., post-school, family, 
senior, retirement)

•	 Matching the available housing with potential residents’ and 
home-buyers’ preferences (e.g., housing type, affordability, 
proximity to transit and neighborhood amenities)

•	 Encouraging multi-family rental units, where 
underrepresented in the community, and are taxed as 
commercial property with focus around Metra Stations 

•	 Focusing on the development of affordable and subsidized 
multifamily housing within or approximate to the blighted 
neighborhoods

•	 Add landscaping and greenery to soften the appearance of 
vacant and blighted properties

•	 Working with CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program 
(LTA) to conduct a detailed residential, commercial, and 

TOD tax study in Riverdale

•	 Balancing the need for traffic flow with the desire to create a 
pedestrian-friendly environment and access to adjacent 
development

•	 Encouraging medium to high density mixed-use buildings 
near the Ivanhoe Metra station   

Here are some ideas that emerged through the RainReady 
planning process:

•	 Cook County proposed a Riverdale ‘Complete 
Communities’ (i.e., revitalization of residential, industrial, 
commercial areas and properties and improvements to 
open space and public right-of-way for flood mitigation, 
economic redevelopment, and community enhancement) 
project for Riverdale through the National Disaster Resilience 
Competition (NDRC)

•	 Cook County recently contributed Community-
Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) 
funds to the Sewer Separation/Flood Relief Project in the 
Northeast neighborhood  

•	 It may be possible to “upzone” certain residential areas (e.g., 
TOD areas, residential areas near/along key commercial 
corridors), to allow for the conversion of single-family 
detached housing into single-family attached housing and 
multifamily housing
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COMMUNITY STRENGTHS

•	 Riverdale has land and properties within its commercial 
corridors (144th Street, 138th Street, Indiana Avenue) and 
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) areas that is available 
for redevelopment

•	 Riverdale is 30-minutes from Chicago’s Downtown from car, 
train, and bus 

•	 A desire amongst residents to use their purchasing power to 
support local businesses 

•	 The Ivanhoe Metra station maintains strong ridership rates to 
Downtown Chicago 

•	 Historic commercial buildings that could be restored and 
adapted for a new use

•	 See Community Asset Map (Figure RI-7)

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

•	 High vacancy rates along commercial corridors

•	 Inadequate foot traffic in commercial corridors to sustain 
local businesses

•	 The nearby Kensington and Homewood stations attract 
Riverdale’s would-be “park and ride” patrons from the 
Ivanhoe Metra Station

•	 Riverdale’s Metra Stations are perceived as unsafe

•	 High taxes

•	 See Riverdale Urban Flooding Risk Assessment (Figure 
RI-5)

Existing Conditions in Riverdale, Illinois

YOUR BUSINESS DISTRICTS 
AND SHOPPING CENTERS
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LAND-BASED OPPORTUNITIES (PLANNING PRIORITIES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS)

Previous plans have called for (goals and strategies):

•	 Redeveloping vacant and/or under-utilized property for new 
commercial, or multi-family uses (balance the tax base in the 
community and provide tax relief for residents)

•	 Working with the Riverdale Chamber of Commerce and 
SSMMA to support and retain existing businesses

•	 Encouraging mixed-use development within Riverdale’s 
TOD areas

•	 Attracting new businesses and major employers by 
promoting attractive land/building packages and favorable 
taxes and strengthening and supporting existing retail to 
foster vibrant active environments

•	 Allowing/providing assistance for appropriate additions to 
existing housing stock to make them more appealing

•	 Attracting new tax base through new residents

•	 Using intermediary entity (e.g.,  South Suburban Land Bank 
Association) to purchase and turn-around foreclosed 
properties to the market

•	 Initiating more aggressive code enforcement including an 
unwholesome environment ordinance

•	 Encouraging mixed-use development with proximity to 
Metra stations to provide opportunities for restaurants, small 

retail, and cafes to strengthen commercial services offered 
within the community   

•	 Identifying target investment zones with priority land uses and 
economic tools

•	 Designating a point person within Village government that 
coordinates economic development, funding, 
redevelopment, code enforcement, building codes, and 
community development activities so that residents, potential 
investors, and help support redevelopment

•	 Forming partnerships with Metra to coordinate infrastructure 
and transportation improvements, including upgrades to the 
Ivanhoe and Riverdale Metra station

•	 Improving 144th Street Corridor, the intersection of 138th 
Street and Halsted Avenue

•	 Creating strong pedestrian connections to Metra stations 
and other amenities

•	 Developing a Halsted/138th Commercial Center

The TOD area around the Riverdale Metra station (especially 
along 138th Street and 137th Street) offers potential for a new 
housing and business development.
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COMMUNITY STRENGTHS

•	 Close proximity to Chicago 

•	 Access to Metropolitan Chicago via a variety of 
transportation modes (e.g., Metra, local roads, nearby 
highways)

•	 Global and regional trends in manufacturing, freight, and 
supply chains, may bring renewed interest in Riverdale’s 
available industrial lands and logistics resources 

•	 Riverdale has two railroads: Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad and 
CSX Transportation

•	 See Community Asset Map (Figure RI-7)

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

•	 Frequency of freight shipping and design of railroad 
crossings (i.e., at-grade crossings) cause severe traffic delays 
throughout the day along Indiana Avenue

•	 Some residents expressed concerns over the abundance of 
brownfields and potential environmental contaminants due to 
industrial operations

•	 Concerns that the constant freight traffic is causing cracks in 
the foundations of homes, especially homes in close 
proximity to the railroad tracks

•	 See Riverdale Urban Flooding Risk Assessment (Figure 
RI-5)

LAND-BASED OPPORTUNITIES (PLANNING PRIORITIES 

AND CAPITAL PROJECTS)

Previous plans have called for (goals and strategies):

•	 Identifying and remediating brownfields

•	 Modernizing existing facilities

•	 Increasing the non-residential tax base through the transition 
of underutilized industrial property into better performing 
residential, retail and employment related uses

•	 Working with the Riverdale Chamber of Commerce and 
SSMMA to support and retain existing industrial businesses 
such as ArcelorMittal and IHB Railroad and commercial 
businesses such as CVS

Existing Conditions in Riverdale, Illinois

YOUR INDUSTRIAL CENTERS AND 
TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS
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•	 Leveraging Riverdale’s competitive advantages (e.g., regional 
location, rail assets) to drive commercial/industrial growth 
with a focus on rail and cargo accessory industries, or 
Cargo-Oriented Development (COD)

•	 Identifying public private partnership (P3) opportunities.

•	 Providing assistance with parcel assemblage in key 
redevelopment areas so as to create large-enough sites for 
existing and new industrial business

•	 Creating a COD rail-served industrial park on a currently vacant 
45-acre site adjacent to the IHB Railroad (the site is southeast of 
the intersection of South Halsted Avenue and South Wallace 
Avenue and bounded by the ComEd right of way (ROW) to the 
east and south). The IHB Railroad would provide rail access to 
the site and would be an active participant in finding end users 
for the site. The project would add to the feasibility of a proposed 
storage-in-transit facility that would operate in conjunction with 
the industrial park. Estimated development investment for the 
industrial park is $40 million. The related project of a storage-in-
transit yard would be another $25 million.

•	 Creating a regional stormwater management system that 
includes: an “eco-boulevard” (AKA industrial complete 
street) on 138th Street, regional detention ponds in 
underutilized industrial areas, a bioswale and multi-use trail 
along the ComEd ROW, a greywater reuse system

•	 Creating a Riverdale Logistics Center (i.e., 

The Village recently demolished the abandoned granary silo 
(2014) and is in the process of assembling land and completing 
the necessary studies to make the site shovel-ready.   

The Village has partnered with the South Suburban Mayors and 
Managers Association (SSMMA) to implement Phase I, Phase II, 
and brownfield remediation projects at various sites in the past, 
this partnership should be maintained. 
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COMMUNITY STRENGTHS

•	 Close access to numerous neighborhood parks and forest 
preserves 

•	 Riverdale was recognized as a Tree City USA community for 
eleven years

•	 A new boat launch was recently constructed at Kickapoo 
Woods

•	 Volunteer stewards are actively engaged in ecological 
restoration work at Kickapoo Meadows and Whistler Woods

•	 See Community Asset Map (Figure RI-7)

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

•	 Previous plans and residents alike have called for improved 
walkability throughout the village and better connectivity 
between parks, schools and forest preserve property

•	 There is a need for better signage and access to the Forest 
Preserves in Riverdale   

•	 See Riverdale Urban Flooding Risk Assessment (Figure 
RI-5)

Existing Conditions in Riverdale, Illinois

YOUR OPEN SPACE  
AND NATURAL AREAS

84



©20 17 CE NTE R FO R N E I G H B O R H O O D TECH N O LO GY R I V E R DA LE - 17

LAND-BASED OPPORTUNITIES (PLANNING PRIORITIES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS)

Previous plans have called for (goals and strategies):

•	 Ensuring the continuance of service and access to active and 
passive use parks and trails as a key component of Riverdale’s 
quality of life

•	 Providing additional open space in areas not currently served

•	 Increasing programming, upgrading equipment, and 
continuing maintenance levels

•	 Encouraging enhanced connectivity by utilizing open space 
corridors

•	 Enhancing uses and amenities within parks by forming 
partnerships within the community

•	 Increasing the number of volunteer stewards in the local 
Forest Preserves (e.g., Kickapoo Meadows)

•	 Creating a Riverdale Urban Farm Cooperative; this public/
private cooperative would work with ComEd to develop a 
long term lease arrangement that allows the use of the right-
of-way under the power lines to be used as an urban farm

•	 Stabilizing the shoreline and enhancing natural areas along 
the Little Calumet River

•	 Creating naturalized regional detention basin and 
constructed wetlands

Here are some ideas that emerged through the RainReady 
planning process:

•	 The Village of Riverdale, SSMMA, MWRD, Friends of the 
Chicago River, CNT/RainReady, Fresh Coast Capital and other 
partners are currently in the process of developing a plan for 
Lake Riverdale site that builds on previous plans for the area and 
responds to site conditions and limitations  

•	 The Our Great River’s plan outlined several (vision-level) 
recommendations for Riverdale including: completing Riverdale’s 
portion of the Cal-Sag Trail; constructing new trails (e.g., a trail 
under the ComEd power lines and new trails that follow the banks 
for the Little Calumet River through the Forest Preserves; the 
preservation and restoration of the Lake Riverdale as a natural 
area; the creation of a trail under the ComEd power lines

•	 Parks in flood-prone residential areas can be used to capture 
rainwater
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Existing Conditions in Riverdale, Illinois

COMMUNITY ASSETS

FIGURE RI-7: 

Riverdale Community Assets
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BUSINESSES

1 RoseBud Farm Stand

2 ArcelorMittal

3 Ultra Foods

4 ACME Continental Credit Union

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

5 People for Community Recovery

6 Riverdale Chamber of Commerce

7 Communities Creating Change

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

8 Riverdale Fire Department

9 Riverdale Park District

10 Riverdale Police Department

11 Riverdale Post Office

12 Riverdale Public Library

13 Riverdale Public Works

14 Riverdale Village Hall

METRA STATIONS

15 Riverdale Metra Station

16 Ivanhoe Metra Station

NATURAL AREAS

17 Whistler Woods (FPDCC)

19 Calumet Woods (FPDCC)

20 Kickapoo Woods (FPDCC)

21 Joe Louis Golf Course (FPDCC)

22 Dixmoor Playfield (FPDCC)

PUBLIC PARKS/PARK DISTRICTS

23 Ivanhoe Park

24 Mohawk Park

25 Riverdale Park

26 Franson Park

27 Prairie Park

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

28 God's Promise Outreach Ministry

29 Shekinah Chapel

30 Christ Worship Center International

31 Riverdale Baptist Church

32 Ivanhoe Reformed Church

33 Ivanhoe United Methodist Church

34 Queen of Apostles Parish

35 New Name Missionary Baptist Church

36 Grace Bible Church

SCHOOLS & COLLEGES

37 Great Expectation Learning

38 Dolton School District 148

39 Washington School

40 General George Patton Elementary School

41 Park Elementary School

42 Queen of the Apostles School

43 District 133

44 Riverdale School

45 Dolton Early Childhood Center
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

Listed below are the community priorities (organized into the ‘Three R’ categories) we heard from Riverdale residents, 

municipal staff, and elected representatives through the RainReady Planning Process. These community priorities 

were synthesized with the f looding risk and resilience opportunities assessment to develop Riverdale’s Action Plan.

REORIENT

•	 Open better lines of communication throughout the community (e.g., between residents, and between 
residents and local government)

•	 Spur economic development and community beautification through infrastructure improvements, 
increased transportation, complete streets and community gardens.  

•	 Continue to cultivate a tight knit community by breaking down barriers between groups

•	 Attract organizations that provide basic services (e.g., senior center, youth center, social services agency)

•	 Create a residential improvement cost-share program to assist homeowners with flood mitigation and 
other improvements

•	 Create and execute an education program on private and public flood mediation steps for neighbors

•	 Complete a drainage to understand how water flows throughout the community and between land uses 
(e.g., industrial land, railroads, residential areas) 

REPAIR (AND MAINTAIN)

•	 Create new jobs 

•	 Develop and implement a green and grey infrastructure maintenance plan

RETROFIT

•	 Redevelop industrial sites, roads and vacant areas (e.g., the former H&H Granary Site, industrial complete 
street on Indiana Avenue, improve the edges of industrial sites, and install green infrastructure along the 
138th Street Industrial Area)

•	 Revitalize commercial corridors with complete streets, new landscaping, and gathering places (e.g., 144th 
Street and 138th Street present great commercial complete street opportunities, and ample opportunity for 
commercial redevelopment at the intersection of Halsted and 138th Street)

•	 Attract new retail business to commercial corridors and TOD areas

•	 Improve access to healthy foods 

•	 Beautify neighborhoods (install rain gardens on residential properties, home gardens—like those in Pullman, 
Beverly, gardens in front yards, medians, and parkways)

•	 Complete Riverdale’s portion of the Cal sag trail and improve local connections (via sidewalk and street 
improvements, wayfinding signage, etc.) to regional trails (e.g., Cal-Sag Trail, Major Taylor Trail, Calumet 
Water Trails)
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The map above overlays f looding risk with proposed 

“Retrofit” recommendations. The colors correspond 

to the part of town where the recommendation is 

to be applied and the numbers correspond with the 

Retrofit recommendations in the Action Plan. Some 

recommendations in the action plan apply community-

wide and are not shown on the map.

This map identifies locations where various green 

infrastructure projects could be integrated into 

Riverdale’s community fabric (e.g., green streets 

along residential streets, commercial complete streets 

along commercial corridors, green schools, etc.). 

These locations were identified through a thorough 

assessment of f looding risk (e.g., known problem areas, 

survey results, overland f lowpaths, depression areas, 

and impervious coverage) and resilience opportunities 

(e.g., planning priorities, community assets, capital 

improvement projects) in Riverdale. 

Riverdale should reference this map and the Action Plan 

to identify opportunities where green infrastructure 

retrofit projects could be integrated into forthcoming 

roadway improvements, planned developments, and 

other capital improvement efforts. This would ensure 

that future projects deliver multiple benefits, such as 

improved transportation and f lood mitigation.

FIGURE 

RI-8: 

Flood 
Risk and 
Resilience 
Opportunity 
in Riverdale
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Village of Riverdale

RAINREADY ACTION PLAN

Vision Statement

In a RainReady Riverdale, the Village’s neighborhoods, 
commercial corridors, industrial areas, and natural 
lands will be connected and strengthen each other. 
Neighborhood flooding will be reduced through targeted 
investments in green and grey infrastructure and individual 
property retrofits, people will be connected to vibrant 
commercial corridors, inviting transit stops, and restored 
natural areas through safe and walkable complete streets 
and new trails, and revitalized industrial areas will not only 
create local jobs and ease the tax burden on residents, 
but will also reduce flooding in nearby neighborhoods. 
Leaders in RainReady Riverdale will continually improve 
the community by strengthening and leveraging the 
Village’s unique mosaic of neighborhoods, industrial 
areas, transit, and natural lands, and building the capacity 
of its residents, municipal staff, and elected representatives 
to work together. A RainReady Riverdale will survive and 
thrive no matter what shocks and stresses may arise.

RainReady Goals

Reorient Riverdale so that the community is 
on a path towards resilience

Repair Riverdale’s municipal sewer and 
stormwater drainage systems

Retrofit the built landscapes throughout 
Riverdale with green, grey, and green-grey 
infrastructure improvements, and restore 
natural landscapes 

NOTE: This plan outlines a path forward towards a more resilient Calumet Corridor, but implementation of specific 
recommendations will have to occur at the local level. Adopting this plan demonstrates a local community’s commitment 
to considering these recommendations during capital planning and decision-making efforts and implementing these 
recommendations as necessary resources become available. In many cases, the Village of Riverdale is already actively engaged 
in a given project or program recommendation. In other cases, additional resources (e.g., external grant funds, dedicated 
revenue, partnerships, etc.) will be necessary to advance a project or program. The following action plan outlines the actions 
and associated implementation steps, implementation priority, estimated timeline, and identified potential project leads and 
resources needed. Further analysis is needed to estimate the costs of most recommendations. The specific details may change as 
communities take action to advance a recommendation and as new information and opportunities emerge.
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 REORIENT

COMMUNITY-WIDE STRATEGIES FOR RIVERDALE

•	 Strategy 1. Build capacity to make well-informed decisions 
and execute them  

•	 Strategy 2. Plan and implement projects collaboratively

•	 Strategy 3. Promote equitable and resilient development at 
all levels 

•	 Strategy 4. Prepare your community for future shocks and 
stresses

 

 REPAIR

COMMUNITY-WIDE STRATEGIES FOR RIVERDALE

•	 Strategy 1. Map and document your municipal sewer and 
stormwater drainage system

•	 Strategy 2. Inspect and evaluate your municipal sewer and 
stormwater drainage system

•	 Strategy 3. Rehabilitate your municipal sewer and stormwater 
drainage system

•	 Strategy 4. Maintain your municipal sewer and stormwater 
drainage system

 

 

 RETROFIT

RETROFIT STRATEGIES FOR YOUR HOMES AND 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

•	 Strategy 1. Implement a residential resilience program

•	 Strategy 2. Bring new life to vacant residential land

•	 Strategy 3. Create a network of residential green streets, 
green alleys, and complete streets

•	 Strategy 4. Create green schools and churches

•	 Strategy 5. Reduce widespread flooding in the Northeast 
Riverdale neighborhood through concentrated and 
integrated green (e.g., stormwater) and grey (e.g., 
transportation) infrastructure investments

RETROFIT STRATEGIES FOR YOUR SHOPPING AREAS AND 

BUSINESS DISTRICTS 

•	 Strategy 6. Bring new life to Riverdale’s commercial corridors 
and TOD areas 

•	 Strategy 7. Bring new life to underutilized parking lots

•	 Strategy 8. Create a network of commercial complete streets 

RETROFIT STRATEGIES FOR YOUR INDUSTRIAL CENTERS AND 

RAILROAD CORRIDORS

•	 Strategy 9. Improve the edges of large industrial sites and 
railroad corridors

•	 Strategy 10. Redevelop industrial sites in a way that reduces 
nearby flooding

RETROFIT (RESTORE) STRATEGIES FOR YOUR OPEN SPACES 

AND NATURAL AREAS 

•	 Strategy 11. Develop the Cal-Sag Trail and other outdoor 
amenities

•	 Strategy 12. Integrate green infrastructure in Riverdale’s park 
system
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STRATEGY 1:  

BUILD CAPACITY TO MAKE WELL-INFORMED  

DECISIONS AND EXECUTE THEM

RECOMMENDATION 1.1 

Adopt/Accept the RainReady Riverdale Action Plan; Update the 
plan every 2-5 years; Incorporate the plan’s recommendations 
into forthcoming capital improvement planning efforts and 
decision-making efforts. 

Where: Community-wide

How: Participate in the RainReady community planning 
process (completed); convene a steering committee consisting 
of residents, municipal staff, and elected representatives 
(completed); propose and adopt at a Village Board Meeting in 
early 2017 

How much: $104,000 (this cost has already by paid for by Cook 
County) 

Who leads: CNT/RainReady (for initial plan); Village of Riverdale 
(for adoption and plan updates)

Resources needed: Internal and/or external funding and 
technical assistance for plan updates

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

RECOMMENDATION 1.2 

Engage in regional and local planning and coordination efforts 

(e.g., the Calumet Stormwater Collaborative, Millennium 
Reserve, CMAP’s Comprehensive Regional Plans, SSMMA’s 
various committees).

Where: Community-wide

How: Read and continually reference stormwater-related 
resources; align local strategies with regional initiatives to 
increase access to funding and technical assistance

How much: Varies

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale and regional organizations/
coalitions like CMAP, SSMMA, CSC, CHP

Resources needed: Internal: the Village assigns this task to a 
staff person; External: the SSMMA could hire a stormwater/
resilience-focused staff person to serve this role for all 
communities in their service area (proposed)       

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

RECOMMENDATION 1.3 

Incorporate best practices data management and stormwater 
planning for local governments (e.g., continual process 
improvement, performance management, program evaluation, 
monitoring, ongoing collection and dissemination of useful data, 
open data and civic hacking.

Where: Community-wide

How: Create a system to collect, manage, and analyze data 
on water-related complaints and adopted solutions (e.g., type 
and source of flooding, damage costs, improvements made to 
property); partner with research institutions to install sensors that 
will monitor the performance of green infrastructure installations

RainReady Riverdale Implementation Plan

GOAL 1: REORIENT

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

COMMUNITY-WIDE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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How much: There will be initial costs to set up these systems, but 
these improvements could pay for themselves over time through 
increased operational efficiencies and improved outcomes

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, regional 311 Call Center/Service 
(proposed-this does not exist yet), SSMMA

Resources needed: Internal: General Fund; External: IDNR 
Coastal Management Program Grants, partnerships with 
research institutions (e.g., colleges/universities, Argonne 
National Labs, CNT, UI Labs)

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 2:  

PLAN AND IMPLEMENT PROJECTS COLLABORATIVELY

RECOMMENDATION 2.1 

Sustain the RainReady Riverdale Steering Committee (SC) 
and engage these groups in the ongoing planning and 
implementation efforts.

Where: Community-wide

How: Continue to work with the RainReady team in early 2017 to 
get these groups off the ground 

How much: Approximately 2-3 hours per month

Who leads: Village of Riverdale (e.g., community leaders, 
municipal staff, elected representatives), CNT/RainReady

Resources needed: CNT/RainReady (to start); ongoing 
collaboration is volunteer led

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 2.2 

Incorporate updates on stormwater projects and other resilience- 
related topics into the Village’s various communication channels

Where: Community-wide

How: When appropriate, include stormwater and resilience-
related updates in the “Public Works” section of official City 
communications 

How much: Varies

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, local media outlets

Resources needed: The Village of Riverdale (staff time)

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 2.3 

Continue to coordinate (via the Illinois Public Works Association) 
with neighboring municipalities on stormwater-related planning and 
development projects, and the sharing of maintenance and emergency 
response equipment and services. Cross-jurisdictional coordination has 
been shown to reduce public costs, increase operational efficiencies, 
and improve/expand the delivery of municipal services.

Where: Community-wide and throughout the Calumet region

How: Where appropriate, pursue Intergovernmental 
Agreements (IGAs) with municipalities and other government 
agencies (e.g., MWRD, Cook County)

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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How much: The benefits of cross-jurisdictional coordination (e.g., 
reduced costs, improved response times) have been shown 
to outweigh the costs; therefore the investment of staff time in 
coordination efforts (e.g., approximately 5-10 hours/month) is a 
good investment

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, neighboring municipalities, 
MWRD, CSC, SSMMA, CMAP

Resources needed: Internal: the Village of Riverdale, or share 
costs (i.e., time) of participation with neighboring communities); 
External: the SSMMA could hire a stormwater/resilience-
focused staff person to serve this function for all communities in 
their service area (proposed)   

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 3:  

PROMOTE EQUITABLE AND RESILIENT DEVELOPMENT  

AT ALL LEVELS—FROM THE HOME TO THE REGION 

RECOMMENDATION 3.1 

Adopt (and comply with) current stormwater management 
requirements. Where feasible, improve local ordinances and 
building codes to promote resilient and equitable development.

Where: Community-wide

How: Conduct an audit of your local ordinances to evaluate 
areas for improvement; pass common-sense policy changes/
updates; adopt an incremental and adaptive approach to 
implementing green infrastructure and other resilience-building 
projects (e.g., the Green Infrastructure Portfolio Standard)

How much: N/A 

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale

Resources needed: The Village of Riverdale (staff time)

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 4:  

PREPARE YOUR COMMUNITY FOR FUTURE  

SHOCKS AND STRESSES

RECOMMENDATION 4.1 

Educate the public on flooding risks. 

Where: Community-wide

How: Implement a public education program; partner with 
American Red Cross, FEMA, and other organizations that can 
provide disaster preparedness training; develop a Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 

How much: N/A 

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, disaster preparedness 
organizations/agencies (e.g., American Red Cross, FEMA)

Resources needed: Many of these trainings are free and 
participation is voluntary  

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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RECOMMENDATION 4.2 

Implement an Emergency Alert System that lets homeowners, 
businesses, and visitors know when a flood will likely occur.

Where: Community-wide

How: Establish a text-based system the alerts residents of 
flooding and other hazards

How much: N/A 

Who leads: Village of Riverdale

Resources needed: Internal: General Fund; External: Grants 
targeted for emergency alert systems and capacity-building 
(e.g., IDNR Coastal Management Program Grants U.S. 
Economic Development Administration funding opportunities)

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 4.3 

Ensure that at least one Village staff person (or a consultant 
who does work on behalf of the Village) has one or more the 
following certifications: Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM), 
National Green Infrastructure Certification Program (NGICP), 
LEED-ND.   

Where: Community-wide

How: Incentivize the appropriate staff person (e.g., reimburse the 
costs) to earn and maintain certifications or require that Village 
contractors and consultants involved with land development 
have these certifications 

How much: Varies depending on certification(s)

Who leads: The Village Engineer

Resources needed: 

PRIORITY: TBD LOCALLY

PHASING:
Short Medium Long Ongoing

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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STRATEGY 1:  

MAP AND DOCUMENT YOUR MUNICIPAL SEWER  

AND STORMWATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION 1.1 

Ensure that Riverdale has up-to-date sewer atlas information and 
a system for documenting information on the conditions of the 
overall system, specific elements (e.g., catch basins, curbs), and 
flooding problem areas.

Where: Community-wide

How: Continue to update this information and share it through 
SSMMA’s GIS consortium (and other regional data-sharing 
portals) to facilitate more streamlined inter-jurisdictional 
stormwater planning efforts    

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village Engineer, SSMMA

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund 

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 2:  

INSPECT AND EVALUATE YOUR MUNICIPAL SEWER  

AND STORMWATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION 2.1 

Develop and implement a comprehensive inspection program 

(e.g., visual inspection, closed circuit television inspection) to 
regularly assess the condition of Riverdale’s municipal sewer 
system (e.g., manholes, catch basins, sewers).

Where: Community-wide (inspect known problem areas first)

How: Establish a feasible, continuous, and cyclical inspection 
schedule (e.g., televise 10% of the sewers for 10 years, then 
repeat); use Riverdale’s Urban Flooding Risk Assessment to 
identify and prioritize known flooding problem areas)  

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village Engineer

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund, TIF 
Funds (where appropriate), External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA State 
Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 3:  

REHABILITATE YOUR MUNICIPAL SEWER  

AND STORMWATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION 3.1 

Improve the drainage and conveyance of stormwater drainage system 
in the Northeast Neighborhood through the Sewer Relief Project. 

Where: The Northeast Neighborhood

How: Complete preliminary engineering designs and other 
project enabling activities; apply for external grants funds to 
fill any gaps between the project’s costs and Cook County’s 
CDBG-DR grant; construct the project (integrate green 
infrastructure wherever feasible)

RainReady Riverdale Implementation Plan

COMMUNITY-WIDE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

GOAL 2: REPAIR

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village Engineer, Cook County, MWRD

Resources needed: External: MWRD (for high-level plan); Cook 
County/CDBG-DR (for PE costs); MWRD, Cook County, and 
Riverdale (for construction costs); other sources: CMAP’s LTA 
program, HUD CDBG, IDNR Coastal Management Program 
Grants

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 3.2 

Repair major sewer defects, such as collapsed sewers, identified 
through the inspection program (see Recommendation 2.1).

Where: Targeted repairs in known problem areas

How: Complete +/- 5 repairs per year

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village Engineer and Public Works Department

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund, TIF 
Funds; External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA State Revolving Loan 
Fund, USACE Section 219

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 3.3 

Line deteriorated sanitary sewer mains observed by the 
inspection program (see Recommendation 2.1).

Where: Community-wide (inspect known problem areas first)

How: Line sewers in known problem areas; aim to line 3% of the 
sewers per year

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village Engineer and Public Works Department

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund, TIF 
Funds (where appropriate), External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA State 
Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 4:  

MAINTAIN YOUR MUNICIPAL SEWER  

AND STORMWATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION 4.1 

Develop and follow a comprehensive maintenance plan 
describing how all green, grey, and green-grey infrastructure 
systems will be maintained. 

Where: Community-wide

How: Apply for planning and technical assistance grants to 
develop this maintenance plan  

How much: Approximately $20,000 to $50,000

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale’s Village Engineer, CNT/
RainReady

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund, TIF 
Funds; External: CMAP’s LTA program, HUD CDBG, IDNR 
Coastal Management Program Grants

PRIORITY: TBD LOCALLY

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 4.2 

Implement the comprehensive Green/Grey Infrastructure 
Maintenance plan program in tandem with inspection program 
(see Recommendation 2.1). The entire sewer system should be 
cleaned on a ten-year cycle to ensure optimal function.

Where: Community-wide (inspect known flooding problem 
areas first)

How: Televise and clean 10% of Riverdale’s sewers every year; 
prioritize the most flood-prone areas 

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village Engineer and Public Works Department

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, Water Fund, TIF 
Funds (where appropriate), External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA State 
Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Short Medium Long Ongoing
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STRATEGY 1:  

IMPLEMENT A RESIDENTIAL RESILIENCE PROGRAM

RECOMMENDATION 1.1 

Establish a residential cost-sharing program to help 
homeowners recover from past storms and prepare for future 
storms. Under this program, residents would receive financial 
support for a complete home inspection and improvements 
targeted to reduce risk like check valves, overhead sewers, and a 
rain garden.

Where: Community-wide

How: Partner with the delegate agencies / organizations tasked 
with implementing such programs in your region; program 
outreach and recruitment efforts could be targeted to the most 
flood-prone areas in Riverdale, but open to the entire Village   

How much: Up to $25,000 in assistance is available to eligible 
applicants through Cook County’s Residential Resilience 
Program

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, NHS, organizations that 
provide housing assistance

Resources needed: Cook County’s Residential Resilience 
Program (CDBG-DR), municipal cost-share program

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 2:  

BRING NEW LIFE TO VACANT RESIDENTIAL LAND

RECOMMENDATION 2.1 

Where appropriate, bring new life to vacant residential land with 
native plants, tree planting, urban agriculture, and strategies 
to beautify neighborhoods. Ensure that community greening 
projects on public or private land fit with the community’s 
preferences for neighborhood aesthetics (e.g., size, color, 
and “look and feel” of installation), while also providing flood-
reduction and other benefits.

Where: Community-wide

How: Create programs that incentivize residents and community 
groups to improve nearby vacant properties (via temporary 
use rights or permanent land ownership); such programs 
could be: Adopt-A-Lot, Side Yard/Large Lot programs, land 
banking, temporary transfer of use rights to a community group, 
community greening, and award programs 

How much: Example: the City of Chicago’s “Large Lot Program” 
enables adjacent property owners, block clubs, and non-profit 
groups in select neighborhoods to purchase City-owned land 
for $1 per parcel

Who leads: Current homeowners, community organizations, 
Steering Committee, master gardeners, SSLBA

RainReady Riverdale Implementation Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
YOUR HOMES AND 
NEIGHBORHOODS

GOAL 3: RETROFIT

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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136th Street from 138th Street to Eggleston Avenue; Parnell 
Avenue  136th Street from Pacetter Parkway to Eggleston 
Avenue (dead end at railroad tracks); State Street from 144th 
Street to 141st Street;  141st Street from State Street to Manor 
Court (Note: this East end of street is in Dolton, cross-
jurisdictional project); West 139th Street from South Illinois 
Street to South Indiana Avenue, South Wabash Avenue, South 
Michigan Avenue, and South Edbrooke Avenue from East 138th 
Street to East 140th Street (all part of Northeast Riverdale area, 
so see MWRD Phase II/Cook County Sewer Relief project); 
Southern Cluster: Atlantic Avenue/Wentworth Avenue/LaSalle 
Street/Clark Street/Dearborn Street from 144th to 146th Street

How: Use this RainReady Plan identify potential locations where 
green streets can be piloted; where appropriate, incorporate 
green infrastructure BMPs into planned roadway improvements; 
monitor the performance of select green infrastructure 
installations; adjust the future implementation of green 
infrastructure projects based on monitoring data and community 
feedback 

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale; organizations specializing 
in the installation and maintenance of neighborhood-scale green 
infrastructure

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, the Water Fund, 
TIF funds (where appropriate); External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA 
State Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219; STP funds

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

Resources needed: The Village would effectively absorb the 
costs in terms of lost future property tax revenue on these 
particular parcels; however, the benefits of neighborhood 
stabilization, reduced flooding, reduced crime, and economic 
spillover effects (e.g., increased property values due to greening 
vacant lots) would likely offset these costs; residents and 
community groups could attain property at a very affordable 
price (e.g., $1)

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 3:  

CREATE A NETWORK OF RESIDENTIAL GREEN STREETS, 

GREEN ALLEYS, AND COMPLETE STREETS

RECOMMENDATION 3.1 

Create a network of residential green streets that incorporate 
green infrastructure improvements (e.g., roadside swales, rain 
gardens, permeable pavement, tree plantings) along flood-
prone residential streets. Ensure that any community greening 
projects on public or private land fit the community’s preferences 
for neighborhood aesthetics (e.g., size, color, and “look and feel” 
of installations), while also providing flood-reduction and other 
benefits.

Where: Multiple: Northern/Central Cluster: Wallace Avenue   

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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RECOMMENDATION 3.2 

Install green alleys that reduce wear-and-tear on cars (via 
re-grading and filling potholes) and manage stormwater runoff 
with permeable pavement and end-of-alley stormwater bulbouts.

Where: Multiple: Alleys between South School Road and South 
Atlantic Avenue and South Atlantic Avenue and Wentowrth 
Avenue from West 138th Street to West 140th Street; South 
Parnell Avenue and South Normal from West 145th Street to 
Shore Drive  

How: Identify flood-prone alleys (complete/ongoing); implement 
pilot project(s); monitor these projects to see what works; 
expand green alleys to other flood-prone alleys  

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, External: CDBG, 
DCEO, IEPA State Revolving Loan Fund, MWRD, USACE 
Section 219

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

RECOMMENDATION 3.3 

Create a network of residential complete streets that incorporate 
green infrastructure improvements (see Recommendation 
3.1), bikeway improvements, traffic-calming road features, and 
place-making amenities (e.g., benches, people spots).

Where: Multiple: West of Metra Tracks residential complete 
street: start at Eggleston Avenue and Southern border  South 
Stewart Avenue  South Tracy Avenue  School Street  
End at ComEd Utility ROW; East of Metra Tracks residential 
complete street: start at Dolton Industrial Site (Harvard Street 
and Riverside Drive)  Riverside Drive  West 148th Place 
 Wentworth Avenue  West 148th Street  Clark Street  
West 140th Court  end at Indiana Avenue

How: Where appropriate, incorporate green infrastructure 
BMPs into planned complete street roadway improvements; 
monitor the performance of select green infrastructure 
installations; adjust the future implementation of green 
infrastructure projects based on monitoring data and community 
feedback 

NOTE: Given the additional traffic engineering involved, 
creating complete streets is more intensive than green streets   

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale 

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, the Water Fund, 
TIF funds (where appropriate); External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA 
State Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219; STP funds

PRIORITY: 

PHASING:

STRATEGY 4:  

CREATE GREEN SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES

RECOMMENDATION 4.1 

Create green schoolyards that: manage stormwater with green 
infrastructure (e.g., rain gardens, permeable pavement, urban 
agriculture, rain barrels, and cisterns); produce healthy foods; 
and create spaces for more active play, physical education, and 
outdoor learning.

Where: Multiple: General George Patton Elementary School 
(13700 South Stewart Avenue); Washington School (13900 
South School Street) (hill on school property; water flows North 
to South); Park Elementary School (14210 South Wentworth 
Avenue); Riverdale School (325 West 142nd Street)

How: Explore the feasibility constructing and maintaining multi-
use schoolyards that incorporate elements of the Space to Grow 
program in Chicago (e.g., MWRD, City of Chicago Department 
of Planning and Development, Openlands, Healthy Schools 
Campaign); if feasible, pursue a public-private partnership 
model to initiative and manage this program

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, Cook County, MWRD, 
local school districts and schools (e.g., administrators, faculty), a 
regional environmental organization

Resources needed: Internal: School district funds, General Fund; 

External: MWRD capital improvement funds, Cook County 
CDBG-DR funds; Internal/External: Riverdale should develop 
a public-public private partnership in which funds from multiple 
sources are leveraged and costs are shared

PRIORITY: TBD LOCALLY 

PHASING: 

RECOMMENDATION 4.2 

Create green churches that manage stormwater with green 
roofs, de-paving impervious surfaces (where feasible), rain 
gardens, parking lot bioswales, permeable pavement, and 
cisterns to capture water from roofs. In other communities 
church grounds and facility mangers are incorporating these 
green improvements into the church’s mission (e.g., prayer trails, 
outdoor space for congregation gatherings).

Where: Rhema Word Kingdom Ministries (13755 South Stewart 
Avenue); Queen of Apostles Parish (207 West 145th Street); 
Ivanhoe United Methodist Church (14500 South Clark Street)

How: Educate church leaders, congregations, parishioners, etc. on 
the benefits of green infrastructure; streamline the permitting process 
for churches seeking to make green infrastructure improvements to 
their property; connect churches to the organizations/agencies that 
can provide financial and technical assistance

How much: TBD

Who leads: Individual churches and their congregations/parishioners

Resources needed: Internal: church capital funds and 
endowments; External: IDNR Coastal Management Grants, 
Chi-Cal Rivers Fund grants, Trinity Christian College student 
assistance, AmeriCorps State grants, private foundation grants 
(e.g., the Kresge Foundation, Grand Victoria Foundation)

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing
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PRIORITY: TBD LOCALLY 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 5:  

REDUCE WIDESPREAD FLOODING IN THE NORTHEAST 

RIVERDALE NEIGHBORHOOD THROUGH 

CONCENTRATED AND INTEGRATED GREEN (E.G., 

STORMWATER) AND GREY (E.G., TRANSPORTATION) 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS

RECOMMENDATION 5.1 

The Village of Riverdale—with the assistance of Cook County—
recently (summer 2016) secured $7,393,575 of Community 
Development Block Grant Disaster Relief (CDBG-DR) funding 
for the Northeast Sewer Separation/Flood Relief Project. The 
Village of Riverdale should coordinate with the MWRD, Cook 
County, and other partners, to implement this project in a way 
that demonstrates how green and grey infrastructure investments 
can be coordinated.  

Where: Northeast Riverdale (the neighborhood east of the 
Metra tracks, north of East 140th Street, west of the municipal 
border, and south of the Little Calumet River)  

How: Continue to collaborate with Cook County to implement 
the Sewer Relief Project in Northeast Riverdale; consider 
alternatives that incorporate green infrastructure BMPs (review 
the various alternatives put forth in the MWRD’s stormwater 
concept plan for the Northeast area); consider how this project 
could be integrated into broader planning priorities (e.g., the 
Cal-Sag Trail and TOD area improvements) 

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, Cook County, MWRD (for 
concept plan)

Resources needed: N/A

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 6:  

BRING NEW LIFE TO RIVERDALE’S COMMERCIAL 

CORRIDORS AND TOD AREAS

RECOMMENDATION 6.1 

Riverdale has two Metra stations (Ivanhoe and Riverdale). 
These Metra stations—and their surrounding Transit-Oriented 
Development (TOD) areas—can be improved in a way that 
revitalizes commercial corridors along 138th Street and 144th 
Street, better connects residents to transit, and alleviates local 
flooding issues. The Village should modernize these stations (in 
partnership with Metra) and revitalize their TOD areas through 
coordinated investments in green and grey infrastructure (e.g., 
incorporate green infrastructure BMPs like permeable parking 
lots, bioswales, tree planting, planter boxes, with wayfinding 
signage, sidewalk improvements, and place-making amenities.

Where: The Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Zone around 
each of Riverdale’s Metra stations (a “TOD Zone” generally 
refers to the land area that falls within a .25 or .5 mile radius 
originating from a transit station)  

How: Engage Metra in discussions regarding making station 
and parking lot improvements; connect Metra stations to 
Riverdale’s expanding network of commercial complete streets 
(Recommendation 8.1) and new trail along the ComEd Right-
of-Way; install wayfinding signage that points Metra travelers to 
points-of-interest in Riverdale    

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
YOUR SHOPPING AREAS AND 

BUSINESS DISTRICTS

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing
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How much: N/A

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, MWRD, Metra, RTA  

Resources needed: Internal: the General Fund, the Water Fund, 
TIF funds (where appropriate); External: CDBG, DCEO, IEPA 
State Revolving Loan Fund, USACE Section 219; STP funds; 
Chi-Cal Rivers Funds, Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 7:  

BRING NEW LIFE TO UNDERUTILIZED PARKING LOTS

RECOMMENDATION 7.1 

Access to safe, sufficient, and convenient parking improves 
commuter safety and may increase revenues for the Village 
(due to increased utilization of Village-owned lots). However, 
too much underutilized parking can cause an area to appear 
empty and blighted, generate polluted stormwater runoff, and 
reduce the overall walkability of an area. Therefore, any efforts 
to expand, replace, and maintain parking lots (public and/
or privately-owned) should recognize the impacts that large 
impervious areas have on water quality and urban flooding, and 
incorporate green infrastructure best management practices (GI 
BMPs) wherever possible.

Where: Multiple: linear cluster of parking lots on West 144th 
Street, Metra parking lots

How: Riverdale can bring new life to its underutilized parking 
lots by: 1) retrofitting parking lots with green infrastructure 
BMPs (e.g., permeable pavement, rain gardens, bioswales), 
2) implementing infill redevelopment where appropriate, 3) 
de-paving parking lots and converting them into open space, 
and 4) removing minimum parking requirements and making 
other policy changes that ensure that new developments do not 
create excessive parking

How much: TBD

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, local businesses, parking lot 
owners (e.g., parking lot owners, Metra)

Resources needed: 

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 
Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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STRATEGY 8:  

CREATE A NETWORK OF  

COMMERCIAL COMPLETE STREETS

RECOMMENDATION 8.1 

Revitalizing and attracting new businesses to Riverdale’s 
commercial corridors is a key priority for local planners. 
Commercial complete streets have been shown to create a more 
pedestrian-friendly environment, increase foot traffic, and attract 
businesses that want to be located in walkable, transit-served 
communities. Riverdale should create a network of commercial 
complete streets that strengthen its commercial corridors (see 
Recommendation 6.1), improve public health by promoting 
walking and active transportation, and reduce urban flooding 
through GI BMPs (e.g., permeable pavement, street planter 
boxes, bioswales, tree plantings).      

Where: Multiple: 138th Street from Halsted Avenue to municipal 
border, 144th Street from Halsted Avenue to Indiana Avenue; 
Indiana Avenue from 146th Street to Little Calumet River

How: Continue to implement the pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit improvements proposed in the Village’s 2011 Active 
Transportation plan; use Riverdale’s Urban Flooding Risk and 
Opportunity Assessment (Figure RI-8) to identify (at a planning 
level) where GI BMPs can be integrated into the Village’s 

growing network of complete streets; include projects that 
combine transportation and green infrastructure projects in 
ongoing capital planning and implementation efforts; coordinate 
with Dolton to implement a commercial complete street on 
Indiana Avenue; over time, seek to create an interconnected 
network of commercial complete streets, residential green/
complete streets, and trails

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, IDOT, ATA, CMAP

Resources needed: Internal: the MFT, General Fund, TIF Funds 
(where appropriate), External: CDBG, special grants from 
DCEO, IDOT, STP

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 
Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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STRATEGY 9:  

IMPROVE THE EDGES OF LARGE INDUSTRIAL  

SITES AND RAILROAD CORRIDORS

RECOMMENDATION 9.1 

Riverdale is so flat that railroad embankments and other 
manmade features like berms and ditches dictate how 
stormwater flows (or doesn’t flow) throughout the municipality. 
It is possible to alleviate some local flooding issues by improving 
the edges of large industrial sites and railroad corridors. 
Riverdale should improve the edges of large industrial sites and 
railroad corridors by improving ditches (e.g., increase storage/
conveyance capacity, remove invasive plants like Phragmites that 
backfill ditches), installing bioswales along railroad tracks.

Where: Multiple: north and south sides of the IHB RR tracks from 
Steward Avenue to Indiana Avenue; the Metra tracks ROW; the 
ditches along Forest View Avenue and B.W.H Marsden Drive  

How: Identify locations where edge treatments can alleviate 
local flooding; establish a partnership with railroad companies 
and industrial site owners to make improvements to their 
land; use Growth Zone incentives to implement stormwater 

improvements at industrial centers and railroad corridors      

How much: TBD

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, railroad companies, SSMMA

Resources needed: TBD

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 10:  

REDEVELOP INDUSTRIAL SITES IN A WAY  

THAT REDUCES NEARBY FLOODING

RECOMMENDATION 10.1 

Riverdale is well-positioned to be a leader (amongst its Southland 
neighbors) in implementing innovate industrial redevelopment 
strategies that build community resilience. The Riverdale 
Prairie Industrial Park is an excellent site to pilot such a resilient 
redevelopment program and then scale it up to other areas. The 
Riverdale Prairie Industrial Park is a 45-acre (mostly vacant) 
industrial site that is adjacent to the IHB Railroad. The site could 
support Cargo-Oriented Development (COD) facilities (e.g., 
storage-in-transit facility, rail access) that—if constructed—could 
expand the business activity along IHB Railroad and Hales 
Yard. Given that the site is hydrologically connected (in terms of 
overland flow paths, overland drainage areas, and sewersheds) to 
a residential neighborhood, any efforts to redevelop the Riverdale 
Prairie Industrial Park should not only manage its own stormwater 
on site, but reduce urban flooding in the surrounding flood-prone 
neighborhoods. Such a project, would truly be resilient and 
could set a precedent/model for similar project throughout the 
Southland region and the Chicago Metropolitan Area.  

Where: The Riverdale Prairie Industrial Park and adjacent 
ComEd right-of-way

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
YOUR INDUSTRIAL CENTERS  
AND RAILROAD CORRIDORS
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How: Continue to meet with the planning team that SSMMA 
convened to oversee the redevelopment of this site; complete all 
necessary studies and pre-development work tasks necessary 
to make this site shovel-ready; develop a partnership with 
ComEd and explore opportunities to manage stormwater 
from the Riverdale Prairie Industrial Site and ComEd ROW 
through a naturalized detention basin (or other green, grey, or 
green-grey infrastructure systems) that may cross both parties’ 
property lines; layer multiple funding and financing strategies 
(e.g., private investment, publicly-subsidized land assembly, 
P3s, leveraged Growth Zone incentives and TIF funds, 
etc.) to construct a project that complies with the MWRD’s 
Watershed Management Ordinance and other regulations; 
develop a Public-Private Partnership to manage the long-term 
maintenance any new green infrastructure (or contract out to an 
organization/company that specializes in this     

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, the planning team (SSMMA, 
potential master developers and end users, IHB Railroad, 
ComEd)

Resources needed: TBD

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 11:  

DEVELOP THE CAL-SAG TRAIL OTHER  

OUTDOOR RECREATION AMENITIES

RECOMMENDATION 11.1 

The completion of the Cal-Sag Trail will create new economic 
development, outdoor recreation, and public health 
opportunities for communities along its alignment (i.e., trail 
path). If green infrastructure BMPs are incorporated into the 
Cal-Sag Trail, the trail could also serve to alleviate local flooding 
issues. Therefore, the Village of Riverdale should incorporate 
green infrastructure BMPs (e.g., roadside bioswales, permeable 
pavement, vegetated swales, and tree plantings), place-making 
amenities (e.g., create beautiful places to walk, rest, and gather), 
and wayfinding signage into the design of Riverdale’s portion of 
the forthcoming Cal-Sag Trail.  

Where: Cal-Sag Trail alignment in Riverdale (stormwater 
projects would have the most flood reduction impact if installed 
along the entire alignment between the intersection of South 
Halsted Avenue and West 138th Street to the intersection of East 
138th Street and South Indiana Avenue)  

How: Engage residents in the trail planning and design process; 
ensure that GI BMPs are included in the final trail designs; seek 
to create connections to points-of-interest (e.g., a restored/
repurposed Lake Riverdale) and commercial corridors via 
Riverdale’s expanding network of commercial and residential 
complete streets (see Recommendations 8.1 and 3.3); leverage 
the new trail to support Riverdale’s economic development (e.g., 
use Riverdale’s “trail town” status to drive increased retail activity) 
and housing goals (e.g., market Riverdale to families and young 
professionals seeking a transit-served town with great access to 
parks open space)

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
YOUR OPEN LAND AND  

NATURAL AREAS

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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How much: TBD

Who leads: Village of Riverdale, the Cal-Sag Trail Coalition

Resources needed: Funding for green infrastructure 
improvements to the Cal-Sag Trail

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

RECOMMENDATION 11.2 

Riverdale Marsh has been the subject of several planning efforts 
in recent years. However, efforts to redevelop this 75-acre site 
(located at northwest intersection of Halsted Street and 138th 
Street) have been delayed due to uncertainties regarding the 
site’s environmental conditions, current ownership and potential 
end users, and differing opinions regarding the highest and best 
use for the site (e.g., industrial, commercial, open space). In light 
of the recent  publication of several studies (e.g., Phase I and 
Phase II engineering studies, a wetland delineation completed 
by the MWRD), MWRD’s mandate to relieve the agency of 
its ownership of the site, and renewed interest in repurposing 
Riverdale Marsh for a more productive community use, a clear 
path forward is beginning to emerge. Riverdale should explore 
options to create a Riverdale Marsh Natural Area that would 
provide residents and visitors with new outdoor recreation 
opportunities (e.g., fishing, walking, birding, biking). Additionally, 
a restored Riverdale Marsh could potentially alleviate flooding in 

the surrounding areas and support wetland banking, which could 
enable sustainable cargo-oriented development immediately to 
the south.      

Where: The Lake Riverdale site

How: Continue to meet with the planning team that has been 
convened by SSMMA to oversee the redevelopment of this 
site; identify an end user(s) for the site (e.g., Riverdale Park 
District, The Nature Conservancy, the Forest Preserves of Cook 
County); develop a community-driven plan for the site that builds 
on previous plans, responds to the site’s unique conditions, and 
is coordinated with proposed/forthcoming capital projects (e.g., 
the Cal-Sag Trail, an industrial and commercial complete street 
along 138th Street); explore innovative financing options (e.g., 
Fresh Coast Capital, wetland banking); respond to the MWRD’s 
forthcoming (2017) RFPs for the site; leverage the planning team 
to implement the project; develop a long-term maintenance plan; 
introduce this site and maintenance plan into the portfolio/work 
plan of an organization with the capacity to maintain the site in 
perpetuity 

How much: N/A

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, the planning team (SSMMA, 
CNT/RainReady, MWRD, TNC, Friends of the Chicago River, 
OAI/Highbridge, Fresh Coast Capital)

Resources needed: TBD

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 
Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High
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RECOMMENDATION 11.3 

Similar to the Riverdale Marsh project (see Recommendation 
11.2), the idea to repurpose and activate the land under the 
ComEd power lines for a community use (e.g., trail, urban farm) 
has been “on the books” for years. Given the forthcoming 
Cal-Sag Trail project (see Recommendation 11.1), the Riverdale 
Prairie Industrial Park project (see Recommendation 11.1), the 
proposed residential and commercial complete streets projects, 
and various other projects that could benefit from a multi-use 
trail under the ComEd power lines—not to mentioned the 
residents that would benefit from green infrastructure BMPs that 
could alleviate local flooding—the time is ripe for Riverdale to 
construct this trail.

Where: The ComEd ROW starting at the Little Calumet River 
(south of the Soo Line Rail yard) and ending at Mohawk Park 

How: Develop a partnership with ComEd and explore opportunities 
to utilize their ROW for community use (NOTE: the Metropolitan 
Planning Council has been in discussion with ComEd regarding 
the use of their ROWs throughout the region); apply for technical 
assistance grants to plan and design this trail; ensure that the 
ComEd ROW trail includes green infrastructure BMPs and creates 
connections to neighborhood parks, schools, and Riverdale’s 
network of commercial and residential complete streets 

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Village of Riverdale, ComEd, organizations/
agencies that could provide local technical assistance (CMAP, 
NPS, Openland)

Resources needed: TBD

PRIORITY: 

PHASING: 

STRATEGY 12:  

INTEGRATE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

INTO RIVERDALE’S PARK SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION 12.1 

Improve Riverdale’s parks in a way that restores and connects 
natural ecosystems, manages stormwater, and expands outdoor 
recreation opportunities. Incorporate green infrastructure 
features like naturalized detention ponds, rain gardens, 
permeable pavement, and bioswales, as well as new play 
structures.  

Where: Ivanhoe Park, Riverdale Park

How: Engage residents in the planning process; ensure that final 
designs incorporate GI BMPs; where appropriate, re-direct 
water from streets into bioswales on park land (this would reduce 
street flooding and define/beautify the edges of parks); include 
project(s) in the Park District’s ongoing capital improvement 
planning and implementation efforts; implement a policy that 
encourages the conversion of underutilized lawns into native 
plant gardens; apply for grants as opportunities arise

How much: TBD

Who leads: The Riverdale Park District

Resources needed: Funding to improve new and existing parks

PRIORITY: TBD LOCALLY

PHASING: 

Short Medium Long Ongoing

Low Medium High

Short Medium Long Ongoing
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